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The Review Editorial Board wishes everyone a happy, prosperous and healthy
2018.

The students returned on the 10th of January and brought with them the
warmth needed to stand the cold weather on the Fort. In the meanwhile,
Winter Camps for Class X and XII continued on the Fort.

Mild cold wave arrived in the middle of December which became quite intense
in January and continues unabated. Fog struck us in early January. Recurrent
foggy conditions kept the sky obscure, affecting the rail and the road traffic of
this region. Bird watchers were particularly excited to see the migratory birds
in large numbers. Wild Geese could be seen in plenty in Surajkund and playful
monkeys basked in the sun. The dropping Mercury coupled with the holiday
season attracted visitors galore, on the Fort. On the 1st of January, the load
of heavy traffic bound towards the Fort was so huge, that vehicles were not
allowed to climb up the Fort.

It was a moment of extreme amour propre as the Vice President of India, Shri
M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the NCC Republic Day Camp 2018. On the
occasion, he was presented a Guard of Honour and the Vice President inspected
the Parade. This ceremony was covered by ABP News. The Scindia School’s
contingent was a part of this ceremony and along with other NCC contingents
marched at the Rajpath on the 26th of January 2018. The Scindia School’s Brass
Band is the pride of The Scindia School and is one of the finest in the country.
It has won accolades nationally and has been a part of the grand Republic Day
Parade for many years now. Apart from marching at the Republic Day Parade
at the Rajpath, they also gave a Guard of Honour to other dignitaries and took
part in the PM's rally.

The following students have qualified for the National level FIT A -2 German
Examination and National Level FIT A -1 German Examination conducted
by Goethe Institute. They were awarded certificates. The names are- Eshaan
Agarwal, Jai Chahar, Daksh Gupta, Nitya Mehra, Jai Sharma; and Samridh
Agrawal, Nirvaan Agarwal, Marul Bharadwaj, Siddharth Chandel, Pratik Garg,
Ayush Goyal, Arnav Gupta, Vidit Gupta, Yash Gupta, Yuvraj Jain, Lalit Kumar,
Kritya Mehra and Parakshita Singh.

The results of the Inter House Ramanujam Math Olympiad are as follows :
Junior Group :

I Nimaji 11 Dattaji 11T Kanerkhed 1V Jankoji
Senior Group :
I Daulat II Ranoji III Madhav 1V Jayaji

Arnav Mehra, Vedant Chaudhary, Anirudh Awasthi, Shivansh Shubham, Mani
Maloo and Saurav Gond along with the Teacher Escort, Mr Kamlesh Singh
participated in the IPSC Service Project organised by Rajkumar College, Rajkot,
Gujarat from 19th to 23rd December 2017. The Service Project involved
building an approach road, painting a school and constructing a concrete bench
for a primary school in the Khakhana Village, 25 kilometres away from the city
of Rajkot. In total 9 schools participated in the project and all the teachers and
escorts were divided into three groups. On the last day of the Project, students
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presented skits on burning social issues, which were deftly translated by the
students in Gujarati, for the benefit of the villagers. It was a great learning
experience for all.

The result of the Inter House Cricket- 2017, ‘A’ Group is as follows:
House Positions:

I Jeevaji I Mahadji 11l Madhav

V Daulat VI Ranoji VII Shivaji
Player of the Tournament - Akshay Bhargava (Je, XII)
Most Promising Player of the tournament- Ishan Gangwani (Mj, XI)

IV Jayaji
VIII Jayappa

On 31st December, the students and the Faculty along with the Admin staff
welcomed the New Year. There was a D.J. Night and Bonfire in the Oval Field
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Welcoming the New Year.

from 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. A delectable dinner was served in the Dining Hall
which marked a befitting close to the celebration.

The Winter Camps for Classes X and XII came to an end with a trip to Orcha in
Madhya Pradesh on 10th January 2018.

Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan organised a fifteen days’ ‘Regional Workshop
on Hindi Language and Literature’ at KVS Regional Centre, Gwalior. Dr B.S.
Bhakuni and Mr Manoj Mishra were invited to the same, as keynote speakers.
On 25th December 2017, Dr B.S. Bhakuni delivered his lecture on ‘Hindi Kavya
Main Prateek Aur Bimb’ and Mr Manoj Mishra delivered his lecture on 29th
December, on the topic ‘Harivansh Rai Bacchan Aur Unka Kavya’.

On the occasion of National Youth Day, Sir Jiwajirao Scindia Museum, Gwalior,
organised an Essay writing competition on 12th January 2018. 23 students of
the School took part in the competition. Kabir Saund (Ja, XII) and Himanshu
Majooria (Rn, XI) secured the third and the second prize, respectively, in the
same.
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The Road Not Taken - A téte-a-téte with Dr Bacchan Singh Bhakuni

Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot of others, or
strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope... and crossing
each other from a million different centers of energy and daring those ripples
build a current that can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and
resistance. — Robert F. Kennedy

He sinks into a kaleidoscope of emotions tinged with sweetness of the yester
years as he looks back at his life today. He answers all my questions with the
skill of a raconteur. The course of life never does run smooth for anybody
and so it was with him. He recalls that he has had his own share of trials and
tribulations. When he was at college, he started giving tuitions. During that
period, it dawned on him that he could become a teacher and infact, he loved
doing that, but he had never thought of working in a school then. Life threw a
few variations in his way, before he eventually started working in The Scindia
School. In 1978 he was selected in an entrance for UP Roadways for which the
interview was to be held in Nainital and out of 400 candidates only 15 were to
be selected, but somehow he did not join it. In 1995, he got a Fellowship for
Hindi teachers in the land of France but again, he did not leave the School. The
strength of his emotional cords with the School was far greater than what life
would cause naturally. In 1993, he was selected for teaching Hindi in Yemen.
But he declined the offer. In 2012, the IPSC Service Project started and he
became the Incharge. The project set new horizons for Social Service in the
School. Over the years, it drew students from well-to-do families and exposed
them to heuristic learning of the value of humanitarianism and compassion
which is quintessential as a life skill.

This young man is Dr Bacchan Singh Bhakuni who joined the School on the
5th of May, 1988. In the year of 1997, he received an offer from Sherwood
College, Nainital to become the Head of the Department of Hindi. Mr Mount
Ford was the Principal of Sherwood College at that time. Here, in The Scindia
School, it was Mr A.N. Dar who was the Principal and Mr R.K. Tiwari was the
Vice Principal. They asked him to stay with the School. The year of 1999 was
[
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With the team of Review Editorial Board.

full of unexpected happenings. In 1999, the House Master of Jeevaji House was
to retire from the responsibility of the House, but in December 1997 itself, he
was nominated as the House Master. Consequently, in the April of 1999, he
became the House Master of Jeevaji House, as had been decided by Mr A.N.
Dar nearly one and a half years prior to the event. He remained the House
Master of Jeevaji House for 9 long years. In the year of 2008, he became the
Dean of Student Welfare. Mr Jayakumar, who had held the post prior to him,
was to retire. The post was vacant and somebody had to take it over, and he had
remained the Dean of Student Welfare since then.

In 2001, the Hindi magazine- Uplabdhi commenced. From the year of 2001
to 2006, he remained the Chief Editor of the Hindi Magazine. The first
magazine was published with the support of the company- Sahara India,
which was printed in Delhi. Since the year of 2002, he remained the Incharge
of His Highness Maharaja Madhavrao Scindia Debate. It had remained his
responsibility till the year of 2017. During his tenure as the Incharge for The
HH Debate, The Scindia School became the Overall Winner of the debate, a
number of times. He was appointed the Hindi Staff Editor for the Review in
1991 and has brought it to fruition till 2017. The Social Service League had
been handed over to him in the year of 1991 and since then he has looked
after it with a lot of zeal and dedication because social service for him- is the
primary responsibility of every human being on this planet.

In 2010, Mr V.S. Saxena who was the HOD of the Hindi Department retired;
hence Sir had to take over the responsibility as the Head of the Department
of Hindi in 2010, which he carried on till 2014. He had been given the
responsibility of ‘media and publicity’ for all events held at School, a long time
ago. Sir had never thought in his life that he would become a school teacher
so he did his B.Ed. after joining the school. He always felt that Hindi needs to
be promoted as a language in the School, hence the students of The Scindia
School appeared for the Board Examination in the subject of Hindi in 2003. At
that time, some students took it as a 5th subject and some as a 6th subject; but
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Dr Bhakuni with an eminent Old Boy, Mr Lokendra Singh.
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the numbers grew on steadily in 2011-12. The students started appearing for
the paper ‘Hindi Core’ and in 2013 with the impetus given by him, the School
started with the teaching of the course in ‘Hindi Elective’.

Sir recalls that when he came here, he did not feel so good. He felt a little
secluded in an all- new place. Perhaps, once or twice his wife and he, explored
the possibility of going back to their native place, but his daughter had started
going to school and then the strings of human compassion were so annealed
and that, they became so absorbed in their day to day life, that the thought of
going away from here became a thing of the past.

According to Sir, success is nothing- until we all realise the true meaning of
hard work and perseverance. He also believes that one should be confident
enough to take up his/her responsibilities very well. He feels that nothing
is destined. It all depends on what you make out of yourself. Play your role
wholeheartedly and honestly; because the road traversed, is instrumental in
leading one to success. The end will always be vitiated by the means, otherwise.
A good leader will always think, act and work selflessly. His life should be an
inspiration for others. He would like to convey this message to everyone, that
one should perform good ‘karmas’ in life without any expectation. Always
work with a proper plan and never let yourself fail in the realm of your duties,
is Sir’s mantra to success.

Sir feels deeply indebted to all his Principals. He affirms that all of them, with
whom he has worked, have taught him numerous lessons as to how life has to
be lived. In that way, they have become a part of him- an inseparable part of
him, which he will always carry along, wherever he goes. It was from Dr S.D.
Singh that he learnt the way of working in a public school. With Mr A.N. Dar,
he learnt the values of social work in the real sense and he mentions that for
4 years from 1996 to 1999 the School conducted 4 Eye Operation camps, in
which, around 400 people got their eyes operated. The Camps were a huge
success, for it had helped a number of people in need. He also mentions
about the lovely relationship that developed between the Ladies’ Club and
the Social Service League at that time. It was from Mr Tiwari that he learnt
the values of space and freedom in carrying out whatever is assigned to one,

j\

- -
During the Service Project at Nathon-ka-Pura.

\

with full sincerity and devotion. From Mr Samik Ghosh, he learnt the lessons
of leadership and patience. From Dr Madhav Deo Saraswat, he has learnt the
lesson of having a clean and compassionate heart; the moral fibre of standing
tall, even when your views and ideas don't match with the other person; but
you must not in any way try to harm the other individual.

When Sir was asked to quote some lines of Hindi Poetry that would describe
his life ~-he mentioned a few lines of the venerable poet, Jaishankar Prasad,
which he writes in the ‘Aansoo Khand Kavya’-

S Bty et eft
wd § -4t or
gf&T o sifq R
qg 31T R 3mRfY |

He feels that these lines are very close to his heart because he believes that
everybody’s life is full of tears and smiles, trials and tribulations. He has
encountered a lot of ups and downs in his life and consequently, in his heart he
was full of pain and doubt, but he was not the one who would talk to anyone
about it, so he started writing poems and short stories. Even the poet Sumitra
Nandan Pant on whom he finally received his Doctorate degree, is very close
to his heart and he recalls the lines by the poet-

forinft g wgeT i,
3T | JUST BNIT 71 |
Frerera sifal & guam,
I gnft el e L. |

Sir mentions a number of people who have been the guiding light and force
in his life- Mr Mukherjee, Mr V.S. Saxena, Pandit Atmaram Sharma, Mr Dixit,
Mr M.H. Khan, Mr Dar and Dr Ingle, Mr N.K. Tewari, Dr Singh and above all
The Scindia School because, Sir strongly feels that whatever he is today- it is
because of this microcosm of the society, which we know as The Scindia School
and it will remain a part of him forever.

Receiving the King Constantine Medal. -
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The Scindia School Service Project for Round Square Students:
Nathon-Ka-Pura (19th-23rd December 2017)

The Scindia School hosted the 5th Round Square Service Project from the
19th - 23rd of December 2017. The Service Project saw participation from
6 prestigious schools. The participating schools were: Punjab Public School,
Nabha; Millenium School, Dubai; Genesis Global, New Delhi; Mayo College,
Ajmer; Scindia Kanya Vidyalaya, Gwalior; and the host school -The Scindia
School, Gwalior. The project site was the village of Nathon-Ka-Pura, a village
adopted by The Scindia School as part of its commitment to the cause and
welfare of the less privileged section of the society.

The service project envisaged several outcomes. First was to construct a
cemented drainage channel so that water does not stagnate in the middle of
the village and is instead, directed to the periphery of the village. Second was
to repair the roof of the government primary school. Third was to restore and
face-lift a dilapidated Chabootra so that it can act like a community centre
and people are drawn to it. Fourth was to whitewash the village school‘s
boundary wall. Fifth was to promote gender sensitization and women
empowerment through economically- productive skill development. Sixth
was to conduct a survey on all aspects of the village society, particularly
their lifestyle and family structure and belief systems. This was intended
to provide a cultural immersion to the delegates and to make them reflect
about their own life; perhaps the most important aim of the service project.
All the above intended outcomes were achieved in a span of four days
through sheer hard work and engagement of the delegates, and proper
planning and organization by the adults.

The project started with a student from The Scindia School reading out the
project prayer. Thereafter, 52 delegates were divided into several groups
and the above tasks were allotted to them group-wise. Construction work
was physically demanding on the delegates and interestingly, every now and
then, small children from the village participated enthusiastically, which
was indicative of the sense of ownership in the development of the village.

As part of the project, activities were planned to teach the women of the
village, some economically productive skills, e.g. stitching and tie and dye
work etc. at the Centre for Skill Development which was set up in the village
two years ago. The aim of this particular activity was to make women self-
reliant, so that they are able to actively contribute towards the financial
health of their families. Several women learnt these skills rather quickly.

During this period, the delegates
too developed a unique bond with
each other and in several ways
came out of their comfort zones.
Delegates also participated and
enjoyed some cultural/social get-
togethers e.g. the ice-breaking
session, short skits, sight-seeing in
Gwalior.

Towards the end of the project
there was a sense of gratification in
all those who were involved in one
area or the other as a few Round
Square IDEALS had been truly
imbibed by them.
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Happiness in self-reliance.
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Dr Bhakuni in his college years. |
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claimed artist Mr Nitin Mukesh and Mr Manoj Kumar Mishra.
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Bonds

When your love is deep and undying,

When your life is in ruins and you're crying,
Just close your eyes and feel them up close,
For whom you've taken the ultimate vows.

The ones who made you what you are,
Whose love is your ultimate power,
People who are your pillars of support,
Because of whom your boat is still afloat.

May these bonds always remain strong,

For people who're with you even when you're wrong,
May you always choose the correct path,

And cherish this love, with all your heart.
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BOYS NEWS

SOBA Varanasi met on 19th December, 2017 and 20 Scindians attended the President- Mr Sanjay Seth (Ex- Chaitanya, 76)

meeting. Scindians belonging to the years from 1970 to 2015 were present. Secretary- Mr Udit Gaikwad (Ex- Ja, 2004)

Treasurer- Mr Manvinder Singh Oberoi (Ex- Rn, 76)

Two former teachers of the School- Dr Aditya Sharma and Mr Jorawar Singh
graced the occasion.

Many congratulations to Mr Sanjay Arora (Ex- Md, 80) on being conferred
with the Doctorate of Philosophy for ‘Marketing Communication’ by Nagpur
University.

Screening of a movie by Mr Anurag Kashyap (Ex-Jyotiba, 89) specially, for Old
Boys, was attended by many in Mumbai. Mr Mahesh Gandhi, Member of the
Board of Governors, felicitated him for his wonderful work in the industry.

Picture perfect.

On 22nd December, the SOBA Agra Meet was held with around 55 Scindians
attending the same along with their wives. It has been decided that SOBA Agra
will donate 12 Firefox cycles to the School which will be used by students for OBITUARY

cycling expeditions in the future. Mr Arindam Barthakur (Ex- Md, 85) passed away on 6th December 2017. We

pray for peace of the departed soul. May God give strength to the bereaved
SOBA Gwalior played a Friendly Cricket Match on the School Ground on Sunday, | family and friends to bear the loss.

24th December 2017.

A new SOBA Chapter, SOBA Jabalpur has been formed on the 4th of January
2018. The following are the Office Bearers of the same:

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Alumnus,

The process for receiving nominations for the prestigious Madhav Award
for the year 2018 has begun. I request you to nominate Old Boys of The
Scindia School who have distinguished themselves in their professional
fields and send your nominations to me by 31st March 2018. The
nominations received will then be taken up by the Awards Committee for
consideration. According to the procedure, the proposer needs to submit:

1. Brief particulars of the nominee mentioning his/her achievements and
contribution on the basis of which the nomination is being made.

2. Nominee's correct contact information.

3. Names and contact information of two referees who have no link with
the School in any manner.

I shall appreciate your kind cooperation in this important endeavour to
honour our distinguished alumni.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,

M.D. Saraswat
SOBA Jabalpur. Principal
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The Mysterious Suitcase

Parikshita Singh | VII B

Aarti and [ were best friends. We were super sleuths. There was nothing in the
world, at that time of our young age, which did not attract our attention. From
the buzzing of bees, to the mathematical equations in the class; everything
challenged and ignited our young minds framed into our pigmy bodies then.
We never gave it up. Life was an exciting adventure for us. We were two souls
who could put the best of their heart and mind into everything that came their
way; we would stir every atom and minuscule to elephantine detail, to fathom
the limit of our curiosity. Such was the rigour of our young minds. And mind
you, everything until now that I provide you with a record of our adventures as
memory, had but remained a secret, hidden from the world. We went to school
together, and had lunch together. In the evening time, we did our homework
and played some outdoor games; till one night when I encountered, in my
sleep, the queerest of all my dreams. One night I had a dream; in my dream
I was walking through a street with my hands full of toffees, then, suddenly a
suitcase fell just before me! I came nearer to the suitcase and then, it suddenly
opened automatically! The rest of my dream was disturbed because of the
noise of my alarm clock. Next day, I got ready for school and went out of my
house to attend the school. On the way, I picked up Aarti and together we went
to school. In the school, I told Aarti about my dream. Aarti told me that there
was little hope that such an absurd dream could be true. For her, it bordered
on the threshold of nonsensicality that could hardly be real. After having lunch,
we had our fifth period. It was our Hindi period; Harshita ma’am taught us
Hindi, and she was such a kind-hearted lady.

After this, we had our sixth period which was of Science. Shraddha ma’am had
been teaching us for 20 years; we were very fond of her. The last class was of
English. Our English teacher taught us each and every word with so much fun
that we were never bored with adjectives, verbs, etc. Finally, the bell rang; the
other students rushed to their buses. Aarti and I held each other’s hand and
we went onto our cycles. On the way, we both stopped for a minute. Then, I
got down from my cycle to buy some toffees for us. As I was walking through
a street a suitcase fell just before me. I was stunned to see the suitcase, as
palpable, as it stood before me!

It was all going according to my dream. Then the suitcase suddenly opened
itself! I was perplexed and came closer to it. On the other side, Aarti was
eagerly waiting for me since a long time. She also got down from her cycle and
started looking for me. She also came to the spot where I was standing. As I
went closer to the suitcase I stumbled onto a stone and I stumbled onto that
suitcase, which was full of 1000 rupees’ currency notes. [ remember it was on
25th December 2016. It was Christmas Day, and Aarti came, calling after me.
Aarti and I were surprised to have such a strange Christmas gift. Inside the
suitcase the inner area was so big that we could even make our big houses or
play there. For me, it was a dream world and for Aarti, it was nothing more than
a fun world! As we moved ahead we found several of enormous mountains of
sweets, candies, chocolates, jellies, etc. We helped ourselves to it. We thought
that it must be the home of Santa Claus.

Somehow, we came out of the suitcase. Seeing Aarti’s behavior, I knew that
she had enjoyed it a lot. But I had a doubt as to who would have thrown this
suitcase and why. After having a great time with each other, we went to our
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homes. I came home, changed my clothes, sat for lunch and after having my
lunch, I went to rest. At 5 pm, I went to that place again where I found that
suitcase. I tried to look for some clues which would explain to me about the
appearance of the suitcase. While looking for some clues as to who would have
thrown that suitcase, I found that the suitcase was not there at all! Suddenly
my eyes were riveted by something, towards a C.C.T.V. camera. I thought that
with the help of the C.C.T.V. footage it would be easier for me to solve the case.
The camera’s connection was attached to a coffee shop. I went in that shop,
turned on the computer and in the footage [ saw that an old lady was carrying
an odd- looking suitcase with her. Then, she stopped and threw the suitcase
exactly where [ was passing by and she left that place. Now, I understood
the whole drama that had unfolded before me that afternoon. Now, the thing
was that [ had to know the reason behind her leaving that suitcase there. To
me, that woman was such a simpleton, because she had discarded a magical
suitcase that would have changed her life. I came out of the shop and started
thinking as to where would have the suitcase gone. But first I needed to talk to
the woman for throwing the suitcase.

I searched for her a lot, but couldn’t find her; I realized that something was
there in the footage which I had ignored. I decided to go to that shop once
again but this time with Aarti so that she could tell me some more clues by
looking at the footage. In the shop, I saw the footage again and this time I found
an ID card hanging by the woman'’s neck, I enlarged it and there was the name
of the woman “Mrs Lalita Sharma” and her address was also written there, so
I quickly noted down this information about the woman. I located the address
and knocked on the door. The door opened and Mrs. Sharma was there, she
asked me “Who are you? What do you want from me?”I introduced myself to
her and said that I needed to know the reason behind her throwing of such a
magical suitcase. She told me that “That suitcase, I threw was not an ordinary
suitcase. I found it lying on a street, I picked it up and came home, had my
supper and went to sleep. At 12 am something queer happened, some noise
was coming from where I kept that suitcase, the sound was as if something
was trapped in that suitcase and was trying to come out of it. In a great fear, I
entered the room and was shocked to see the mess around it! At least for two-
three days, it went on like this and I ignored my consternation. But one day
something happened that crossed all limits. In that room, at night, someone
was trying to break that suitcase and wanted to come out and the noise was so
loud that I had to run away from my house! In the morning somehow, I came
home, found that suitcase and left it near the coffee shop.”

I was so surprised that what Aarti and [ had wondered as my unrealistic dream
was true. I came running to my house to lay my hands upon my detective kit
in order to find that suitcase easily. But I found that suitcase in my home. I
rushed to it and discarded it outside the house. Now I was relieved off this
case. Aarti and I were at my home and my mother made ‘aloo paratha’ for both
of us, we ate it and the rest of the life went forth as it had to be. Yet life takes a
mysterious curve. One day, Aarti and I were in the class and we were talking
about Film Fare awards but lo! Suddenly, there was a sound of screaming; we
rushed to the point from where the scream came and once again we had a new
case to solve!
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