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Winters are finally here and the minimum temperatures range from nine to
twelve degrees. The day of 2 December 2021 saw the fog on the Fort. The Fort
was enveloped with a fog in the early hours of the morning.

The school is abuzz with activity as the students have settled into their daily
routines and are fully occupied with their schedule. Term | Board Examinations
have begun, and the students are working hard towards a good result. Teachers
are busy giving the students, the very support that they need. For classes X and
XII numerous practice sessions have been taken up by the subject teachers to
familiarize the students with the mechanics of the CBSE OMRs on which the
Board exam would be taken this year for Term I.

While the students were back to school a few months ago, we were aware that
the children lived an entirely different routine during their extended stay at
home. When they returned to school, we gave them more space and freedom
in terms of their daily schedule and even their uniform. But now, we are
attempting to gradually reintegrate them into the school's regular schedule
while keeping their safety and engagement in mind. This entire process has
been meticulously planned and is being implemented step by step.

Sameep Mody and Keshav Jhunjhunwala, students of Class [Xhave discovered
12 early asteroids under the International Asteroid Search Project 2021. Their
findings are up on the International Astronomy Search Collaboration’s (IASC)
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Ltd. Mr Raghav Sharma, Space Expert, trained them and their report has been
accepted by NASA.
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Rotary Club of Delhi Garden City Skill Development Centre organised an online
debate competition for schools with Zoom and Miximedia as platforms on 27
and 28 November 2021. Vidit Gupta, Parv Rajesh Agarwal and Ayushman Rai
participated in the Debate. Vidit Gupta was awarded the Best Speaker for
Round I and II.
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Dr Varun Kapoor (IPS, Additional Director General of Police, Administration,
MP Police) addressed the students of Classes IX and XI on Cyber Security and
Cyber Laws on 6 December 2021 from 3.30 pm - 4.30 pm in the Assembly Hall.

Dr Varun Kapoor

The Scindia School Ecology Park Project is afoot and from the beginning of
the project in May until now, the journey has been fascinating. The student
engagement and initiation into the SSEP, started with the brief of the Rewilding
Project being given by teachers in all the classes. The students were sensitized
about the need and rationale to develop and come up with the need of the
project. An activity in each subject, integrated with the Project, was taken up in
each class. English and Hindi Departments focused on slogan writing, poem and
paragraph writing, speech, poster making, and report writing as the activities
for the project. Humanities Department organized a guided educational tour
to the Eco Park with an objective to promote the idea and concept behind Eco
Park, educate students about global environmental issues and the necessity
of protecting nature and to enhance the observational skills and develop
appreciation for nature. Each subject teacher accompanied the students to the
Eco Park tour. After the visit, the students wrote an observation report on Eco
Park about its prospects and merits. Math Department conducted activities
for students in which they had to apply the mathematical concepts to calculate
the dimensions of the Tal (pond) situated at the back of Junior school campus.
They calculated the lateral surface area, perimeter and volume of this pond.
In Science, students were familiarized with the process of germination and
morphology of plants. In Class XI, Bio Chemistry of the medicinal plants - Bio
chemical molecules was brought into for- Curry Leaves, Tulsi, Neem, Giloy,
Parijaat, Castor, Ashwaganda and Amaltas. In Bio Physics Class XI, the lecture
covered: Capillary action in plants, Plant - environment physical interaction
(e.g. mechanical stress, gravitational field, EM fields, etc.), and Bioelectricity
in Plants development. Under Biology ‘Ecological Successions’ was taken up-
Hydrarch Succession, Mesarch Succession and Xerach Succession. Commerce
Department conducted activities on applying the economic concepts to the
project.
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With an Old Boy in 1996

Mrs Madhu Tewari and Mr Raja Banerjee

Performance at Labour Camp
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Let | be Thy Glass

The following article is based on Mr Raja Banerjee’s interaction

with Dr Smita Trivedi, Staff Editor of the Review and Shirish
Mehra, Student Editor of the Review

His beaming and genuine smile lights up his all calm, placid face. We have
barely seen a hint of disruption on his face at any point of time. When contrary
to his demeanour, but necessitated by affection, he is scolding the boys, I do
not know, why it almost sounds like music to the ears. No one has ever seen
him raising his eyebrows at almost anything. Probably it is the serenity that his
‘elixir’ has given him. Yes, I am talking about the power given to him by virtue
of his passion for music. He joined the school in the year of 1996 at an age of
almost thirty-five, and had worked on various spots in Bilaspur, Raipur and so
on. The Scindia School was the first force that shaped him into a mentor.

Recalling his journey before joining The Scindia School, he told us that he
had done his Masters from the Khairagarh Music University. He worked in a
school called Ginny Mody Academy. But he wanted to do his Masters and at
the same time had to earn. So, he devised a way out. He took up a course and
on Sundays headed to Bilaspur to pursue his education. Again, the next day he
would come back and join his duty as a teacher. His wife had already got a job
in Bilaspur Girls’ Degree College and worked over there during the time while
he still worked at Ginny Mody Academy in Bhatapara. His father had made
a home in Bilaspur for them to live together but fate had other plans set for
him. And they slowly unfolded themselves as time passed. He shifted between
Kushmanda for his job and Bilaspur for his home. His daughter who was so
fond of him missed him sorely. She refused to eat for days missing him. So,
he decided to leave from Kushmanda and continued with tuitions in Bilaspur
itself to be close to his daughter.

The next part of the journey is located in Raipur with both he and his wife
being employed together at the school run by the cement group, Larsen and
Toubro. His destiny was to take a new turn here. While sitting in the library
of the school he was browsing through the newspaper and came across an
advertisement for vacancy in The Scindia School. Strangely enough, he had
known Gwalior for around two years. He had studied at Carmel Convent in
Gwalior for Class V and VI and had a hazy remembrance of the city as well
as the Fort. He had visited the Fort with his father as a child of ten years. His
father was posted in the Government Press then. He applied for the job at The
Scindia School. When he visited the Fort, Mr B N Chatterjee was the music
teacher. He turned out to be his father’s friend. They had both worked together
at Nagpur. Ms Ahilya Shinde asked him to sing a rag during his demonstration.
He was finally called for the interview at Hotel Claridges in Delhi. He recalls
that so many people who have spent a lot of time on the Fort were recruited
way back then. Mr Ramesh Sharma, Ms Raksha Siriah to name a few. He also
recalls that he and Mr Ramesh Sharma were separately called and informed of

The Fort in the hours of the morning on 2 December 2021
(Photo credit : Mr Anubhav Sarkar)

their selection. They were handed over their appointment letters by Mr A N
Dar who was the Principal then and by the grace of God he was offered triple
of the salary that he had been picking up.

All his principals have casta deep impression on his life and soul. He remembers
that he had joined when the centenary of the school was approaching and
he been asked by Mr Dar to compose the music. He finds that the greatest
happiness of all times when they collected like a family at the get togethers in
the Principal’s residence where their families always accompanied them. His
first impression of the school was simply one of appreciation for the grandeur
of the school. It was like a dream sequence to him that had become real.

He has taught music to the students for over thirty-seven years. The journey
that had started then has come a long way. His wish is that all his students
adopt the principle of honesty, for it is the principle that governs the world for
him. He genuinely feels that the most derisive act is to hurt anyone.

He is astounded by the ‘element of surprise’ that according to him exists
among Scindians. Scindians tend to break the norm and set new benchmarks
every time. It is their capacity to innovate and transform the mundane into
something fantastic. They have so many shades of personality that one cannot
see all of them in one glance. A Scindian will be just seen idling around at
some point of time but at the other point of time he will be delivering a terrific
debate. He explains that he feels Scindians are amazing at theatricals. Their
capacity for humour is also exceptional. They have the knack for an exceptional
performance that outshines everybody when needed.

His most proud moment of his sojourn in the school is when he took the
students for a cultural exchange to Canada in the year 2012. When asked why
he feels so he answers that generally such exchange programmes are limited
to teachers of academic pursuits. It was rare for a music teacher to lead an
exchange programme like that.

When asked about the life of students in the campus way back then and now
he feels that now the stage is beset with competition in all quarters for the
students and it takes away their carefreeness which an essential element to
creation.

His most cherished moment is in one of his birthdays, which falls on 6th
October, which is generally when he is taking practices for the orchestra for
the Founder’s Day which falls on 21 October each year. It was his birthday
and students had collected in the music room to practice for the Founder’s
Day Orchestra. He asked everyone to take their places as usual and said “One,
two, three, start” and lo and behold! Children played the tune and sang happy
birthday for him. It is a memory that he still cherishes in his heart and smiles
to himself everytime that he thinks of it.
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