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FORT NEWSFORT NEWS
The Scindia School celebrated its 

128th Founders’ Day with grandeur 

and patriotic fervour. General Anil 

Chauhan, Chief of Defence Staff , 
graced the occasion as the Chief 

Guest. He was accompanied by Mr 

Vikram Misri (Ex-Sh, 1981), Foreign 

Secretary and distinguished alumnus of 

the school, HH Maharaja Jyotiraditya 

M Scindia, and other dignitaries. The 

Chief Guest and Mr Misri inaugurated 

the Departmental Exhibitions and 

appreciated the students’ innovative 

displays and projects across various 

disciplines. A spectacular Brass Band 

performance welcomed the Chief 

Guest and dignitaries, marking the start 

of the celebrations in the SMOAT. This 

was followed by the rendition of the 

School Song by the choir and a vibrant 

orchestral performance featuring over 

100 students. The Annual Report 

was presented by Principal Mr Ajay 

Singh, highlighting the school’s 

achievements over the past year. This 

was followed by the Awards Ceremony, 

which recognised outstanding 

accomplishments of various Houses 

and students in academics, sports, co-

curricular activities, and innovation. 

The prestigious Madhav Award, the 

school’s highest alumni honour, was 

presented to Mr Vikram Misri for his 

distinguished contribution to the nation. 

In his Founders’ Day Address, General 

Chauhan spoke about India’s evolving 

defence strategy, the modernisation 

of the armed forces, and matters of 

national security. He also announced 

an upcoming India–US joint air 

exercise in Gwalior, underscoring the 

nation’s growing strategic partnerships. 

A powerful thematic choreography 

celebrating the valour of the Indian 

Armed Forces fi lled the audience 

with pride and patriotic emotion. The 

celebrations beautifully combined 

tradition, achievement, and patriotic 

spirit, making it a memorable milestone 

in the school’s rich legacy. Vote of 

Thanks was delivered by the Senior 

School Prefect- Ayaan Agrawal.

In the morning of the Founder’s Day 

the School fl ag was unfurled by Mr 

Bhupesh Dhir (Senior School Prefect, 

Ex- Ja 2000). This year the Scholar’s 

Blazer was awarded to Ayaan Agrawal. 

The ceremony of the release of school 

publications was held. Review, 

Yearbook, Uplabdhi, Qila Quotes, 

Zeitgeist, Nucleus, and Fort Biosphere 

were the magazines released in print. 

Digital release of Khelo Scindia, Tech 

Vault, Nagma, Venture Capital, The Pi 

Digest and L'aube was done through 

a tablet. Right after Mr Bhupesh Dhir 

offi  cially opened the café with the 

ribbon cutting ceremony.

At 10.30 am the Founder’s Day 

exhibition was inaugurated for parents 

by Mr Amit Agrawal and Ms Shruti 

Agrawal, parents of the current Senior 

School Prefect, Ayaan Agrawal. 

The Old Boys’ Day of The Scindia 

School was held on 14th October 2025 

and was celebrated with great nostalgia 

and joy. The batches of 2000 and 2015 

turned out in large numbers to return to 

their alma mater. The day began with 

the Mr Sharif Ahmed Memorial Cricket 

League Match Finals in the morning. 

In the afternoon, the SOBA AGM was 

held in the Assembly Hall, after which 

the Old Boys visited their respective 

Houses to relive cherished school 

memories. The celebrations concluded 

in the evening with awards ceremony 

to honour SOBA members, followed 

by a stand-up comedy performance, 

leaving everyone in splits. The ‘Young 

Turks’ Award was presented to Ankur 

Bhargava of the 2000 batch.  The 

SOBA Award was presented to Banjul 

Badil, Batch of 1988, Jayaji House.  

The SOBA Cup was jointly awarded to 

Lucknow SOBA and Delhi SOBA.  The 

prestigious SOBA Pillar Awards were 

also conferred to recognise exceptional 

contributions of the SOBA members.

Many congratulations to The Scindia School for being ranked #1 Vintage Legacy Boys' Boarding School 

in India and Madhya Pradesh in EducationWorld India School Rankings 2025-26

The Chief Guest with His Highness Mr Vikram Misri receiving the Madhav Award from HH
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Honourable Chief Guest of the evening, 

General Anil Chauhan, Chief of 

Defence Staff , President of the Board 

of Governors, His Highness Maharaja 

Jyotiraditya M. Scindia; esteemed 

Members of the Board of Governors; 

the Madhav Awardee; distinguished 

guests; esteemed parents; Old Boys; 

my colleagues; beloved students; ladies 

and gentlemen—

It is both my privilege and delight to 

extend a most cordial welcome to 

you all on the occasion of the 128th 

Founder’s Day of this illustrious 

institution.

It is a singular honour to welcome our 

Chief Guest, General Anil Chauhan, 

Chief of Defence Staff  and Secretary, 

Department of Military Aff airs. A 

soldier and statesman of the highest 

calibre, General Chauhan was appointed 

CDS on 28th September 2022. Since 

his commissioning into the Indian 

Army in 1981, he has served the nation 

with distinction through numerous 

command and staff  appointments, 

exemplifying leadership, courage, and 

vision. We are deeply honoured to have 

a leader of your stature and foresight, 

Sir, with us this evening.

A very warm welcome is also extended 

to the alumni of the Batches of 2000, 

Millenium Batch and Batch of 2015, 

who have returned to their alma mater 

for their reunions. We welcome you 

back with warmth, pride, and joy—

to the very place that instilled in you 

conviction, resilience, and brotherhood.

This day also calls upon us to pay 

tribute to our revered Founder, Late 

His Highness Maharaja Madhavrao 

FOUNDER’S DAY SPEECHES – 13th OCTOBER 2025

Principal’s Report 2024-25

Scindia I. From within the walls of this 

sixth century -old Fort, his dream lives 

on, as we strive to remain a beacon 

of learning, character, and service, 

navigating with confi dence through 

the evolving currents of our nation and 

society.

My gratitude is due to the President and 

Members of the Board of Governors. 

Through your steadfast commitment, 

this institution has fl ourished into a 

vibrant community where academic 

excellence, moral strength, and 

inclusivity stand at the core. Your 

guidance and vision resonate in every 

classroom, every endeavour, and every 

achievement of our students.

To the eminent body of parents, I 

extend my deepest appreciation. I urge 

you to continue to place your trust 

in your children and in their school. 

Allow them the freedom to grow, to 

learn in harmony, and to blossom into 

individuals of quality and substance 

who shall lead meaningful lives.

And now, with the gracious permission 

of the President of the Board of 

Governors, I present the Annual Report 

of the School for the year gone by.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Students don’t 

need a perfect teacher. Students need a 

happy teacher, who makes them excited 

to come to the school and grow a love 

for learning.  In this regard the project 

‘Abhyudaya’ which we launched last 

year under the visionary leadership of 

our BOGs, Mr Rajeev Dubeyji and Mr 

Harpal Singhji continues to provide 

structures defi ning and enhancing 

the capability and capacity of the 

Scindian faculty, spearheaded by Mr 

Sounak Chakrabarty. The Faculty 

Growth Planning process saw a series 

of meetings, Town Halls and off site to 

Orchha for streamlining the process.

The Scindian spirit to give back to the 

society was exemplifi ed through the 

Fort Biosphere initiative. The project 

under the guidance of our member of 

BOGs, Mr Harpal Singh, integrated the 

initiative with the curriculum and has 

become a part of our lives at the Fort.  

The water conservation project under 

the stellar guidance of Mr Rajendra 

S Pawar and Mr Rajiv Kathpalia 

alongwith the initiative of Mr Mahesh 

Gandhiji bears fruit today. The total 

water accumulation in our Taals is 

approximately more than 300 lakh 

Litres this year.  1100 Sq m land has 

been prepared for regenerative farming.  

In this area approximately 200 kg of 

sludge is added every week from ETP 

to increase the carbon content of the 

soil. In addition, Tuesdays are observed 

as non- motorized vehicle days and the 

‘zero hour’ was observed on the last 

day of the month throughout the year.

The Scindian Podcast fuelled by the 

Scindian spirit led by Yuvraj Sethia is 

another brilliant initiative which has 

seen now, fi ve episodes. The READ 

Programme is enhancing the reading 

habits in students of the Junior School, 

particularly by generating interest 

in the English Language through 

interactions with the writers in person. 

Trinity Programme has been taken up 

by a number of students on the Fort 

to enhance their language skills. The 

Young CEO Programme has been 

instituted with a vision to inculcate the 

entrepreneurial mindset, innovation, 

and problem-solving skills of the 

students. 

Awards and Encomiums:

The Scindia School was declared the 

No 1 School in India in 'Vintage Legacy 

Boys’ Boarding Schools’ category. The 

Scindia School was declared the No 1 

in special rankings we have achieved 

this year, in the sustainable school 

Principal's Report

Unfurling the School fl ag SSP's parents inaugurating the exhibitionsRelease of magazines
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rankings, as the No 1 Green School of 

the country among 122 schools. We 

were also declared the No 1 school 

in ‘Mental Health and Well Being’ 

among 100 schools. In the C-Fore 

School Rankings we secured the Best 

Boys’ Residential School in India- No 

2. Me myself, yours truly, received the 

‘Inspiring Edu Leader’ award. We were 

bestowed with the titles of ‘Outstanding 

Standalone School in Tech Practices’ 

and ‘Excellence in School Management 

Software Integration’ at the ET 

Education TechEDU India Awards 

2025. Very well done The Scindia 

School!

Ayaan Shah was declared the Runner-

up in the Nanhi Chaan Essay Writing 

Competition among 30,000 candidates 

from all over the country. He made 

history by claiming the Winner and the 

Runner Up trophy in two consecutive 

years.

Adhiraj Singh became a successful 

author with his book-Elation, which 

focuses on youth’s mental health.

Korunganba Rajkumar has written 

‘The Error’, a three act play on chaos.

Medhansh Trivedi won national and 

international acclaim for making a 

human carrying drone. He was invited 

by Hon’ble Minister of Civil aviation 

and received blessings and advice from 

His Highness. He was appreciated by 

Mr Anand Mahindra as well. He was 

also awarded the National Youth Icon 

2024. Well done Medhansh! Keep 

growing further!

Ayaan Agrawal’s painting was included 

in the Calendar of Institute of Career 

Studies. Laksh Tulsian, Pratham Lohia, 

Akshay Kumar Singh and Harshpreet 

Kaur’s artworks featured in the ‘UPAL’ 

magazine countrywide.

The dedication, discipline, and 

excellence of the students of our Brass 

Band continues to resonate over the 

Kartavya Path as they have been doing 

over the years. Well done boys!

The debut of our Music teacher, Mr 

Deepanshu Sharma as a music director 

marked a major milestone with his fi lm 

‘Thank You Zindagi’ winning Best 

Short Film at the prestigious ARFF 

Berlin International Film Festival. 

Excellent and well done Deepanshu!

Academics

I can proudly say that among the 

schools of our ilk the academic results 

of our students stand as a refl ection of 

consistent diligence. Class X secured 

a commendable average of 88% with 

13 students scoring perfect (100% 

marks). The Class XII batch of 2025 

recorded a stellar average of 90.75%, 

with 62% of the Batch securing 90% 

and above; Within these achievements, 

special mention must be made of the 

43 students who scored a perfect 100 in 

Painting, 3 who scored 100% in Music 

and Lakshya Sharma, who remarkably 

achieved 100% scores in both Music 

and Painting. Well done boys!

Extracurricular Activities

The year witnessed tremendous 

achievement in this particular 

discipline with fi rst in Jindal Art Fest  

in Classical Instrumental, 2nd in 

Cubist Canvas, 3rd in Rock Band; In 

the Doon School Debates and Quiz we 

were 2nd Runner Up, both participants 

were students of class IX competing 

with the best students of class XII; 

Winners in the 52nd PLAT Debate and 

Runners up in the Quiz; Runners up in 

The Quasquicentennial Entrepreneurial 

Summit ; Winners in the 20th edition of 

the Suryodaya IT Fest 2025,; Winners 

in the HH Maharaja Madhavrao 

Memorial Hindi Debates; Winners 

in the PI Summit Quiz. These are 

all national level competitions.  We 

bagged several awards in the IPSC 

MUN, DCMUN -we bagged several 

Verbal Mentions, Best Delegation, Best 

Speaker and winning awards.

Students of the Hindi Literary Society 

presented a short play in at the Bharat 

Rang Mahotsav, National School of 

Drama. Excellent!

Cultural expression found its rhythm in 

music, art and drama. The Senior Inter-

House Singing Competition, ‘Sham-

e-ghazal’, the Inter-House Orchestra, 

Junior House Indian Classical Duet 

Singing Competition, and the Western 

Notes Orchestra Competition lit up 

the Assembly Hall with harmony and 

youthful energy. The school plays—

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and 

Mr Hyde, Ek Aur Dronacharya, 

and the stirring musical Swaraj: A 

Revolutionary Movement—displayed 

theatrical excellence and historical 

sensitivity. We successfully organized 

the IPSC Music Fest with 16 schools 

across the country participating in it. 

11 students participated in the 100th 

Tansen Samaroh which brought 

together 546 artists to create a Guinness 

World Record for the largest Hindustani 

classical Band.

The Geo-Scindia team went on a fi eld 

trip to Chanderi wherein the students 

had fi rst hand experience in learning the  

region’s art and craft, textile, traditions, 

and historical monuments,  geology 

and geomorphology. Our students 

participated in the Gwalior Vigyan 

Mahotsav and won appreciation and 

awards for their projects.

The Inaugural TEDxScindiaSchool 

Youth became platforms for voices 

of courage, creativity, and resilience. 

Distinguished speakers included 

innovators, activists, and Old Boys, 

whose journeys left an indelible 

mark on the young audience. These 

initiatives, coupled with the Editors’ 

Conference and the Book Bee Club, 

ensured that the intellectual vibrancy 

of The Scindia School remains ever 

dynamic.

Sports

True to its tradition, the school excelled 

on the sporting arenas with distinction 

across athletics, aquatics, team games, 

and individual sports. Our athletes 

secured 14 medals at the IPSC Athletics 

Meet, securing the second best and 12 

Gold Medals at SGFI, with 7qualifying 

for the SGFI Nationals. In swimming, 

the Scindians dominated the District 

Championship, going onto the states, 

clinching an impressive tally of 46 

medals and securing the overall title. 11 

medals were bagged at the Delhi Horse 

Show. 

Archery and shooting emerged as 

Nukkad Natak Yuvraj at SOBA Cricket LeagueStall by Ladies club
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arenas of pride, with our archers 

winning 9 medals (they participated for 

the fi rst time after the Covid period) at 

the IPSC Archery Championship and 

earning berths at the SGFI Nationals. 

Ishan Singh distinguished himself at 

the Kumar Surendra Singh Shooting 

Championship, that qualifi ed him 

for the India Team Selection Trials. 

Our student Divit Gangwal has been 

selected to represent Madhya Pradesh 

in the U-15 category, National 

Chess Championship and Keshav 

Jhunjhunwala qualifi ed for the 

Nationals in Shooting.

Hockey and Football provided 

stirring moments. The hockey team 

displayed grit at the IPSC Tournament, 

and winning the bronze with two 

players getting selected for the 

Nationals. Our U-14 Football Team 

emerged as runners-up in the District 

Championship.  Cricket continued its 

dominance with the school retaining 

the H.H. Maharaja Madhavrao Scindia 

Memorial Cricket Trophy, back to 

back. This was the 19th edition and it is 

a brilliant achievement for The Scindia 

School.  

The Sports Banquet was graced by 

none other than Mr Mir Ranjan Negi. 

36 students went on a Hockey, 

Basketball and Tennis tour to South 

Africa, and 31students went on the 

UAE Cricket Tour where they met 2 

international cricketers, and received 

guidance from Mr Mohammed Nabi 

and Mr Rashid Khan. 

Our student Yash Vardhan Chauhan 

has been awarded with the Madhav 

Rao Scindia Award for being the Best 

Cricketer of Madhya Pradesh. He is 

also the highest wicket taker and the 

highest run scorer in the Vijay Merchant 

Trophy conducted by BCCI. Yash 

has been made the Captain of Under 

19 team for Vinoo Mankad Trophy. 

Another Cricketer, Aryan Kushwah is 

also a member of the playing squad of 

the BCCI Vinoo Mankad Trophy. We 

are proud of you boys!

Annual Camps, Adventure and 

Treks:

The adventure spirit of Scindians came 

alive through treks, camps, and we 

have experienced the thrills of rock 

climbing, sky cycling, and rappelling 

at the National Adventure Institute, 

Pachmarhi, while senior boys trekked 

the Kuari Pass and the Ali Bedni Bugyal 

meadows, marvelling at the grandeur 

of the Himalayas. The Surya Top 

Expedition tested endurance at 13,000 

feet, and the trek to Kareri instilled 

resilience and teamwork. 58 students 

went to Tadoba Reserve Forest. 

In a display of stamina and grit, a 

group cycled 576 kilometres from 

Jaipur to Barmer, enduring scorching 

heat yet achieving their target with 

determination. Simultaneously, another 

team trained rigorously at the Nehru 

Institute of Mountaineering, Uttarkashi, 

mastering survival techniques and 

skiing basics.

The International Award for Young 

People (IAYP) provided further 

opportunities for service, adventure, 

and leadership. Four students had the 

distinction of interacting with His 

Royal Highness, Prince Edward, The 

Duke of Edinburgh.  

Our faculty, Mr Pushpesh Pandey 

completed a course in Basic 

Mountaineering from NIM, Uttarkashi.

Service:

Service to the community remains 

at the heart of Scindian education. 

Our students undertook impactful 

initiatives that combined compassion 

with responsibility. The Ladakh 

Service Project involved constructing 

a classroom at Lamdon School. 

Equally meaningful were the Labour 

Camps at Datia and Snehalaya, where 

students engaged in environmental 

conservation, teaching, and community 

outreach. A group of specially abled 

students visited the school under the 

Social Service League Programme 

regaling the audience with their soulful 

musical rendition. 

With a novel initiative this year to 

reduce single-use plastic and promote 

eco-friendly habits across Gwalior city, 

the students of the Community Service 

Group are collecting used clothes from 

the school community and creatively 

transforming them into cloth bags.  Let 

me tell you with pride that 15000 bags 

have been distributed in Gwalior City 

itself and our target is 1 crore bags. 

Our students participated in the VDJS 

Round Square wherein the students 

made washrooms, painted the walls 

and planted saplings in a Government 

School in Jaipur. 

Celebration

We are a school which is a pre-eminent  

centre of learning with an aim of 

producing leaders with a global outlook 

and perspective yet deeply rooted in 

Indian ethos. Cultural festivals and 

celebrations such as Ganesh Chaturthi, 

Teachers’ Day, and the patriotic evening 

Ek Shaam Shaheedon Ke Naam justify 

this legacy of ours. The Investiture 

Ceremony, Fresher’s Evening, and the 

Round Square Conference 2025 added 

gravitas to the calendar, while faculty 

development programme at Orchha 

underlined the school’s dedication to 

continuous growth.

Old Boys and SOBiR

Foreign Secretary Mr Vikram Misri 

was the voice of the nation during 

the historic ‘Operation Sindoor’, 

Mr Pankaj Mishra was appointed 

CBDT member, and Mr Aishik Ghosh 

advanced Higgs boson research, 

Mr Girish Chandorkar completed 

Annapurna Circuit trek, and our SOBA 

chapters continued to inspire by their 

philanthropic endeavours. Major (Dr.) 

VN Saxena (Ex- Je, 1975) conducted 

a session on respectful behavior and 

communication. Mr Sachin Jha (Ex- 

Rn, 1989) and Mr Ranjeet Chaudhary 

(Ex- Md, 1993) conducted an insightful 

session on boarding school life.   

Vedanga Nag (Ex-Madhav, 2021) 

made headlines as his animated 

graduation fi lm 'Where the Stars Rest' 

travelled to twenty-one international 

festivals, winning Best Animated Film 

at IISMA 2025 and The Golden Lion 

International Film Festival. Anubhav 

Sachan (Ex-Jayaji, 2023) created 

history as the fi rst Indian to win the 

UK University Polo Championship. 

Inspection of exhibitions Inspection of exhibitions Inspection of exhibitions
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Maj. Gen. Guljeet Singh Jamwal 

(Ex-Vivekanand, 1984) graced the 

Independence Day celebrations with 

an inspiring address, while Raj Zutshi 

(Batch of 1974) returned as a TEDx 

speaker, sharing insights from his 

cinematic journey. Sukhyog Singh was 

awarded with a Bronze in International 

Design Awards. Arjun Singh Yanglem 

(Ex- Je 2022) has been accepted by 

Harvard for the class of 2028. 

The Reunion Batch of 1985 was another 

memorable occasion. Alumni from 

diverse fi elds refl ected on how Scindia 

shaped their resilience, empathy, and 

social intelligence with the current set 

of boys. The school also celebrated the 

appointments of Mr Ashok Gajapathi 

Raju (Ex-Chaitanya, 1968) as the 

Governor of Goa and Ms. Chandrika 

Tandon as a Grammy Award winner in 

2025. These milestones reinforce the 

enduring legacy of Scindians excelling 

across spheres.

Shri NK Tewari Memorial Suryodaya IT 

Fest Trophy was donated by Mr Vineet 

Awasthi, SOBA, on the auspicious 

occasion of Teacher’s Day recognizing 

the eff orts of our former Principal, Late 

Shri NK Tewari. Mr Prashant Prabhu 

took a series of workshops under the 

SOBiR Programme.

A notable initiative was the Workshop 

on Academic and Research Paper 

Writing conducted by Mr Divyaditya 

Singh, an alumnus from the University 

of Westminster.

Placements:

This year, four students reached the 

interview stage at Stanford University. 

Notably, 25% of the cohort secured 

admission to top global universities. 

In recognition of their excellence, 

students secured scholarships worth a 

total of INR 15.56 crore from leading 

global universities.

The School has a dedicated team 

guiding students through standardized 

tests and has been an offi  cial SAT 

test center for the past two years. The 

highest SAT score achieved this year 

is 1560/1600. Three students achieved 

the highest score of 5 in their AP exams. 

Additionally, two faculty members 

have been trained by the College 

Board to provide in-house support for 

Advanced Placement preparation.

Visits

The campus remained abuzz with visits 

by eminent personalities, including 

ambassadors from Argentina, Serbia, 

Poland and Armenia, and we can 

say that four of our faculty members 

will soon be visiting Armenia; Mr 

Mariano Agustín Caucino, Dr. Piotr 

Antoni Świtalski, H.E. Mr. Siniša 

Pavić, Mr Mike Hankey, U.S. Consul 

General, along with Mr. Ryan Mullen, 

Political Offi  cer, and Ms. Priyanka 

Visaria-Nayak, Political Advisor, and 

Dr. Arvind Gupta, former Deputy 

National Security Advisor visited the 

school and interacted with the boys. 

Mr Yuvan Aves, taught us how to link 

the environment with the school. Mr 

Vikranjit Singh Rooprai a renowned 

historian and heritage activist visited 

the school. A delegation of 6 students 

and 2 teachers from St Mark’s School, 

Boston visited the school. 

Workshops and Exchanges:

The Scindia School, with Le Frehindi, 

hosted a French Spell Bee Workshop. 

An awareness programme on healthy 

and sustainable living was held in 

collaboration with The Energy and 

Resources Institute (TERI). A paper 

nest workshop was conducted by Ms 

Ruma Choudhary. A workshop was 

conducted by the eminent educationist, 

Mr Pramod Sharma on ‘Neurodivergent 

Thinking’. The school hosted the AGM 

and Happy Classroom workshop for 

Sahodaya Schools of Gwalior. Padma 

Shri Paresh Maity visited the school 

and painted a live painting which he 

gifted to the school. Archie Dunipace 

from Radcliff e College and Henry Nell 

from Eton College visited the school. 

Our University Fair was another 

highlight, hosting over sixty universities 

from six countries. Professor Ajith 

Kanna from Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, spoke on the evolution and 

future of languages.   Dr Pete Mylon 

from the University of Sheffi  eld, UK, 

led our students into the fascinating 

world of 3D printing with his session 

“From Your Bedroom to the Stars!”

Exchange programmes further 

broadened the academic horizons 

of our boys at St. Mark’s School, 

Southborough as well as the German 

and the Japan exchange which we have 

started. 

Infrastructure:

We are in the process of continuously 

upgrading our infrastructure and 

resources in keeping with the evolving 

needs and advancements with the help 

of Mr Ravi Saund, Member of the Board 

of Governors. Our Chemistry lab bears 

a new look, and so does our Teachers’ 

Resource Centre and computer lab, 

with newly acquired iMacs. Jayappa 

house has undergone renovation, and 

the revamping of Old Jayappa and Old 

Daulat is in the offi  ng.

Our next endeavor is to upgrade the 

Staff  Residences and the student dorms 

as per the best state-of-art infrastructure 

and with the blessings of the Board we 

will do it shortly. 

Welcome and adieu

We welcome Mr Sanjay Choudhary to 

the Science Department, Mr Lokesh 

Kumar Awasthi to Commerce and Ms 

Mahima Nanda to French, Mr YPS 

Ramakrishna to Math Department and 

Mr Saptarshi Bhattacharyya to English 

Department. Ms Sagarika Pradhan is 

our new SEN Counsellor.

Before I End:

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the 

President and the esteemed members 

of the Board of Governors for their 

unwavering support and valuable 

guidance. I am deeply thankful to all the 

parents for their trust, encouragement, 

and thoughtful suggestions.

My sincere appreciation goes to 

my colleagues across the teaching, 

administrative, and support wings 

for their spirit of collaboration and 

understanding. I would also like to 

acknowledge the enthusiasm and 

dedication of our young prefects, whose 

eff orts have been truly commendable.

I remain grateful to the government and 

civil administration for their consistent 

support, and to the Army and Air 

Force authorities for their continued 

assistance.

As you leave this evening, I hope you 

carry with you cherished memories 

of Founder’s Day 2025, and renewed 

faith in the work The Scindia School 

is doing to shape the young citizens of 

our nation.

I extend my heartfelt wishes to you on 

the occasion of Diwali!

Thank you, and good night.

SOBA Awards
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Welcome Address by - HH Maharaja Jyotiraditya M Scindia

Chief Guest tonight, Chief of Defence 

Staff , the holder of the frontier of India, 

General Anil Chauhan Sahib, Madhav 

Awardee, the person who has held 

India's fl ag high across the seven seas, 

our very own son of the soil, Vikram 

Misri ji , the class of 2000 and the 

class of 2015, our alumni, members 

of the Board of Governors, Principal 

Ajay Singh ji, faculty, parents and most 

importantly, my young friends sitting 

here in this OAT tonight who represent 

not only the future of The Scindia 

School, but if I may humbly submit, the 

future of our great nation, Bharat. 

On every Founders' Day, this hilltop 

fort does more than a celebration. 

It comes alive. It comes alive with 

memory. It comes alive with meaning. 

And it comes alive with a spirit that 

binds us across generations.

This day is not merely a date on our 

calendar, but it is a bridge across 

time. And it is a reminder that we are 

all travelers in a journey that began 

over 128 years ago. When my great-

grandfather, Maharaja Madhavrao 

Scindia I, envisioned this institution, 

he did not envision a school alone, but 

indeed he envisioned a sanctuary for 

the soul. His dream was of building an 

academy where courage was nurtured, 

discipline cultivated, and character 

forged. And over the years, that dream 

has been brought into a collective 

by the generations of Scindians that 

have walked the ramparts and the 

hallowed portals of The Scindia 

School, witnessing the confi dence that 

it breathes, the humility that it instills, 

and the leaders that it shapes. And 

therefore, ladies and gentlemen, we are 

indeed heirs to a very proud legacy but 

we are also the trustees for the future.

Now, when we see uniform, our eyes 

light up with a spirit of pride, a spirit 

of reverence, valor, and patriotism. But 

behind that uniform lies something 

even greater. What lies behind that is 

strong values and character. And those 

are the two very essence of the being 

of The Scindia School. They are very 

much the DNA that we seek to instill 

in every young ward that attends this 

home away from home.

And if I may, let me take you back in 

history - back in history to the age of 

the Marathas where the Scindias have 

been always the fi rst line of defence 

for the nation. My ancestor, Maharaja 

Mahadji Scindia, modernized India's 

army, put in place the latest level of 

training for thousands of soldiers and 

equipped that army with the most 

modern artillery and weaponry. So 

much so that it pushed back the Afghan 

Ahmad Shah Abdali back into his home 

in Afghanistan. Brought about the 

dream of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

of Hindu Swaraj by fi rmly planting the 

Bhagwa Jhanda on the ramparts of the 

Delhi Red Fort in 1771. And pulverized 

the British in the fi rst Anglo-Maratha 

war with a decisive victory in the Battle 

of Vadgaon in Maharashtra in 1779.

His vision and dedication created that 

Fauji Hind which brought together 

cultures, communities and people to 

put together a united front against the 

aggressor. And I too share that emotion 

and that passion and I recall very 

fondly my early days in school when I 

was an NCC air wing cadet in uniform 

in blues standing fi rmly, shoulders 

squared, hearing the piercing sound of 

the bugles and with that discipline, also 

came a sense of pride and a simple and 

profound understanding that discipline 

indeed is not a restriction - it indeed is 

liberation. Over the years friendships 

with peers in the army have taught me 

that courage is not the absence of fear 

but indeed it is choosing what matters 

more than fear.

And therefore when we see the olive 

green, when we see the navy blue, 

when we see the whites,  they indeed 

ladies and gentlemen, are more than 

uniform - they are commitments to 

a nation and 140 crore citizens who 

sleep peacefully at night. And therefore 

today we are honored and if I may 

say so General Sahib, the soul of this 

ancient 6th century fort is aglow with 

your presence. She is an old soul, she 

is a soul that has witnessed battles 

since the 6th century, she is one who 

has stood fi rm against every invader 

and she reminds us even today of our 

illustrious past, our promising present 

and our clear and present future as 

India advances to Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Today we have the Chief of Defence 

Staff  General Anil Chauhan and if I 

may use the phraseology - the sentinel 

of our armed forces present here 

today. A distinguished military career 

spanning over 40 years and beyond his 

achievements and accolades,  his life 

stands as a reminder to all of us that 

a nation is not merely built on wealth 

or weapons but on values and vision 

- built on the character of men and 

women who choose service before self, 

who choose sacrifi ce before comfort, 

who choose duty before desire and who 

believe that the true strength lies not 

in domination but in protection, who 

believe in not what we can take but 

who believe in what we can give. As a 

soldier of the 11 Gorkha Rifl es he's led 

from the toughest valleys of Kashmir 

to the frontiers of the East,  a measured 

leader who lets planning and discipline 

speak for himself, a strategist and a 

writer and even someone who is into art 

and philosophy. He's often called, and I 

quote , "the general for all seasons". It's 

a privilege today to welcome amongst 

us General Anil Chauhan ji and while 

I say that let me also quote what he 

said once in his address to the youth 

and I quote "Instead of being glued 

to your mobile screens step beyond 

the digital world and experience the 

living, breathing geography, history 

and diversity of India - something 

no amount of money can buy and 

serving the nation becomes a journey 

of discovering it". In his book named 

‘Ready, Relevant and Resurgent’, the 

transformation of our armed forces is 

explored through deep psychological 

insight and tactical brilliance. A 

striking example is the Pandavas' 

use of Ashwathama's false death in 

demoralizing Guru Dronacharya in 

the Mahabharata showing us all that 

strategy is beyond mere combat His 

book blends tradition with innovation. 

The focus is just not on weapons but 

on cultivating a mindset that is fl exible, 

that is creative and that is adaptive. It 

is a book that is not only relevant on 

the battlefi eld - it is relevant in our 

classrooms, it is relevant in corporate 

offi  ces, it is relevant for start-ups. So 

all of you must remember not only 

the triple R of Natu Natu but also the 

triple R in life - Ready, Relevant and 

Resurgent. To be ready not just with 

knowledge but with the discipline to 

Welcome address by HH
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use it wisely. For a soldier, readiness 

means acting in an instant, but for 

you, it means being prepared for any 

opportunity that might arise. To be 

relevant means to make sure that you 

stay connected to the needs of our 

time, always able to change and adapt 

yourself. Our armed forces modernize 

constantly and in your life too you 

must never stop learning to adapt or 

else you face the risk of becoming 

irrelevant. To be resurgent is what we 

teach at The Scindia School - to be able 

to fall,  to be able to stumble but yet 

to be able to rise all over again. When 

we have General Chauhan amidst us, 

we must recall Operation Sindoor - a 

mission undertaken by our nation just 

a few months ago. It was not merely 

a military operation. It was a message 

that when our soldiers strike - they do 

so with precision, with purpose, with 

principle and with courage to defend 

our sovereignty, to uphold justice and to 

protect the innocent. The true defi nition 

of strength, Operation Sindoor has 

drawn its name from our sanskriti and 

our sanskar and it's an operation that 

symbolized life, symbolized dignity, 

symbolized resilience. Multiple 

terrorist bases were neutralized. 

Air force stations across the border 

neutralized without a single Indian 

casualty - a feat that required weeks 

of planning advanced surveillance and 

the courage of soldiers working in total 

secrecy under the leadership of General 

Chauhan. It was a response to the 

adversary as Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi said "Goli ka hum jawaab gole se 

denge." General Chauhan has rewritten 

the playbook of the battlefi eld for all 

times to come and therefore students, 

take this as your inspiration. Greatness 

is not loud - it is steady. Leadership 

is not command, it is service and true 

success is not measured in medals but 

the lives you are able to protect. For a 

soldier, the enemy across the border. For 

you, the enemy may lie within - doubts, 

fears and temptations. If you are able to 

conquer those, there is no battle in the 

world that you cannot win. Today we 

all face unseen battles - stress, anxiety, 

peer pressure but from the army we 

learn that no battle is ever fought alone. 

Camaraderie saves lives. Values of 

loyalty, teamwork and sacrifi ce are not 

reserved for those in uniform alone, 

they are life values and their unyielding 

spirit lasts you throughout time. In the 

Bhagavad Gita it is said "yadā yadā 
hi dharmasya glānir bhavati"- When 

righteousness falters, a protector rises 

and if you combine the curiosity of a 

soldier along with your capability to be 

able to rise, you will be unstoppable.

Today ladies and gentlemen, as we 

stand at the intersection of legacy and 

aspiration let us ask ourselves what is 

our duty. We must choose to live with 

purpose, choose service over self-

interest, resilience over despair and 

unity over division. Greatness, always 

remember is not given, greatness is 

chosen. So therefore, choose it in 

your classrooms, choose it in your 

friendships, choose it in your fi elds, 

choose it in your service to our nation. 

As General Chauhan has rightly said 

and I quote "Survival in today's battle 

space is not about being the fi ttest but 

about being able to adapt, transform and 

position yourself and seize emerging 

opportunities." To the Chief Guest 

tonight, to every soldier who keeps 

our tricolour fl ying high and to every 

Scindian who carries this ethos in their 

hearts, I off er my deepest gratitude. 

Thank you very much.

Awards and Recognitions 2024-25
Awards Awardees

1. Umang Mathur Memorial Trophy  Ayaan Agrawal

     (for the best Class XI Scholar) (Jayaji House)

2.  Mahendra Mishra Memorial Trophy  Shresth Agarwal

     (for the best Class XI Sportsman) (Ranoji House)

3.  Maharaja Madhavrao Scindia II Medal Bhavesh Mittal

     (for All Round Profi ciency, Class XI) (Mahadji House)

4.  Sam Pitroda Award (2025-26) Sahil Kilhore 

 (for the Best Innovative Project- (Jayappa House)

     “Atmospure”) Paarth Agrawal

  (Ranoji House)

5. Excellent work in Fort Biosphere Ishaan Chokhani

 (Jayappa House)

6. The Good Citizen Award for humaneness  Samarth Garg

 and goodness among students (2025-26) (Madhav House)

7.  The R. B. Pawar Medal Uday Ahuja

     (for scoring the highest percentage (Daulat House)

     of marks in Mathematics in Class XII) 

8.  Governor’s Medal  Lakshya Arora

     (for scoring Highest Percentage in Class XII)(Jayappa House)

9.  Field Marshal Cariappa Shield  Vansh Mehra

     (for the Best Sportsman) (Ranoji House)

10.  Maharaja Jeevajirao Scindia Medal  Aryavardhan Singh Somvanshi

     (for All Round Profi ciency in Class XII) (Jayappa House)

11.  The Khurshid Lakdawala,  Jankoji House

     Jr. House Effi  ciency Shield 

12.  Guru Hargovind Singh (Gurdwara) Trophy  Daulat House

 (for the Best House in Academics) 

13.  Nepal Trophy  Ranoji House

   (for the Best House in Games)

14.  The Scindia School,  Ranoji House

       Inter House General Effi  ciency Shield

15.  Madhav Award Mr Vikram Misri

  (Ex-Shivaji, 1981)

16.  Milestone award Mr Jagdish Joshi

 In recognition of  dedicated service to the  Dr Smita Trivedi

 School continuously for over Ten years,  

 a Silver Salver and  an honorarium 

 of Rs. 25,000/-  

17.  Milestone award Mr Gopal Chaturvedi

 In recognition of  dedicated service to the  

 School continuously for over Twenty years,  

 a Silver Salver and  an honorarium 

 of Rs. 50,000/- 

Dignitaries at the SMOAT



NUMBER : 1147 | SATURDAY, 15 NOVEMBER 2025 THE SCINDIA SCHOOL, FORT GWALIOR PAGE 8

Honourable Minister of Communication 

and for Development of North-Eastern 

Region of India and President Board 

of Governors of The Scindia School, 

Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia ji, Foreign 

Secretary to the Government of India 

and an alumnus of Scindia School and 

Madhav Awardee, Shri Vikram Misri, 

Principal of Scindia School, Shri Ajay 

Singh, distinguished members of the 

faculty, esteemed alumni, honoured 

parents and young Scindians, a very 

good evening to all of you. Let me 

begin by thanking for all that honour 

and the kind words that have been 

spoken about me by Honourable Shri 

Jyotiraditya Scindia ji.

Well, let me say that it gives me great 

amount of pleasure to be here amongst 

you on this momentous occasion of 

128th Founder's Day of The Scindia 

School against this timeless and 

majestic Gwalior Fort as a backdrop, 

about which actually while we drove up 

to the fort, I was given a big rundown 

on its history. As a representative of 

the Armed Forces, I bring with me 

greetings of the three services, soldiers, 

sailors and air warriors. Largely till 

now, I have addressed the uniformed 

community, senior leadership of the 

Armed Forces, mid-level offi  cers, 

offi  cers under training and occasionally 

our men.

The only school I have addressed 

till now is Rashtriya Indian Military 

College, Dehradun and I fi nd in 

terms of discipline, regimentation 

and upbringing, a lot of commonality 

between these two schools. I am 

cognizant of the fact that I am speaking 

to young minds who are going to take 

India forward to become a developed 

nation, a Viksit Bharat by 2047, a goal 

set by our Honourable Prime Minister. 

A Viksit Bharat that is shashakt and 

surakshit, that is strong and secure.

I believe that it's our Amrit Kaal. Amrit 

Kaal is a very auspicious time. We 

are also at this particular moment at a 

crossroad of important time in history 

Address by the Chief Guest - General Anil Chauhan

and I believe that we can change the 

destiny of nation.

About Operation Sindoor, about 

which was spoken, post this particular 

operation, this is my second address 

to the student community and it has 

almost become a kind of a new normal 

to touch upon this part of this four-

day military operation. That's the 

expectation probably of the audience 

and I am not going to disappoint you 

at all. I am doing this because I believe 

that all segments of a society, including 

students, must take keen interest in the 

aff airs related to security of the nation.

Let me start with this phrase new normal 

because this has been used extensively 

not only by our Prime Minister but 

also Honourable Raksha Mantri and 

External Aff airs Minister and I will 

talk about it fi rst. A new normal is a 

post-crisis environment where having 

emerged out of a crisis new rules of 

preventing such a crisis or if it occurs 

again; handling it in a better manner 

are laid down. A post-crisis situation 

is always diff erent from the one which 

existed before that particular crisis.

An economic crisis may lay down 

new rules for fi nancial management. A 

crisis related to security may lay down 

new norms for security establishments. 

In recent times there have been many 

examples of such kind of crisis.

We had this demonetization after 

which digital payments became order 

of the day and it redefi ned the fi nancial 

structure of the economy. Covid 

pandemic, it introduced concepts 

like work from home which were 

not prevalent before that. Apart from 

that social distancing, use of masks, 

sanitizers in hospitals etc. which is still 

prevalent today were the part of new 

norm.

Even after the Galwan clash which 

happened with the Chinese and 

subsequent talks induced new behavior 

and new rules of engagement for both 

the troops across the line of control. 

This particular new norm- a new normal 

which we talk about has emerged from 

the percepts laid down by Honourable 

Prime Minister and these percepts 

are like talks and terror will not go 

together. If there are talks- they'll only 

be on terror. Water and blood will not 

fl ow together. Terrorists will be treated 

only as proxies. Their handlers will 

also be made equally accountable.

Cross-border terrorism will get an 

appropriate response and India will 

not yield to nuclear blackmail. These 

percepts aff ect the security dynamics 

of the region and will infl uence future 

contours of India's relationship with 

Pakistan. This is a new normal in 

very broad kind of concept or its 

manifestation.

A new normal is attempting to bring 

about behavioral change in Pakistan's 

polity and dissuade it from continuing 

with its proxy war as an instrument 

of state policy. This new normal 

can only succeed if implications of 

these percepts which defi ne this new 

normal are visible to Pakistan and its 

political military establishments in 

form of say doctrinal changes, forced 

posture, forced development at least 

in the military domain. The actions in 

the military domain also have to be 

supplemented or backed up by similar 

approach in domains like diplomacy, 

social and cultural exchanges.

Address by the Chief Guest

Chief Guest inaugurating the exhibition School song Brass Band display
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In fact, the actions of the Indian cricket 

team after winning the Asia Cup is 

probably part of that same new normal. 

On the lighter side, beating Pakistan 

comprehensively and decisively in all 

forms of engagement including sports 

may be called as a new normal. Let me 

talk about military implications of this 

new normal.

Actions in the military domain will 

include kinetic and non-kinetic 

operations with the aim to bring to 

target terrorists and to degrade terrorist 

infrastructure. Any entity that prevents 

us in the execution of this task or 

hinders us as a corollary also becomes 

a legitimate target for operations in 

future. Armed forces, if we have to 

have this kind of a new normal, armed 

forces will have to maintain a high 

degree of operational preparedness 

24/7, 365 days a year.

This I believe will facilitate early 

execution of operations and that of 

course when we do operations early 

it opens up a number of larger options 

which certainly do get closed with 

the passage of time. As a response 

to new normal, it's our belief that 

terrorists will remove or move this 

infrastructure, the terror infrastructure 

deep inside Pakistan. This necessitates 

complete intelligence surveillance and 

reconnaissance coverage of Pakistan 

besides capability for long-range 

precision targeting.

Accurate and timely intelligence 

generation and prevention of acts of 

terror as also to fi x accountability once 

they occur will also become important. 

We also will require a high degree of 

operational preparedness as far as 

air defence is concerned, electronic 

warfare, electronic intelligence and 

anti-drone systems are concerned. 

Let me talk about one of the gains of 

operation Sindoor.

You know Pakistan once it had 

achieved his nuclear weapon capability 

had believed that they had blunted 

India's conventional edge. They started 

a policy of bleeding India through a 

thousand cuts and we saw a number of 

terrorist actions occurring across the 

country. India's restraint was presumed 

as a weakness and the violence was 

escalated thereafter to include military 

targets like Pathankot in 2016, Uri in 

2016, Nagrota, Sujuan and Pulwama.

As a response to this, Indian armed 

forces came about with a dynamic 

response strategy which was premised 

on a belief that there is suffi  cient 

place, space between sub-conventional 

operations, that's actions of terror and 

the nuclear war. Operation Sindoor 

proved it. This needs to be formally 

converted and this dynamic response 

strategy into a doctrine of ours.

I believe the expansion of this space 

for conventional operations is one of 

the biggest achievements of operation 

Sindoor. Let me talk about how we 

see warfare today. We've all grown 

up seeing warfare in 65, 71 war etc. I 

myself was a student like you people 

and when the 71 war broke out and we 

used to see newspapers every day to 

see accounts of aircraft losses on the 

Pakistan side and our side and make 

a kind of a table and similar kind of 

thing. These were some matrices of 

victory I would say, how you judge 

how a side actually claims victory. 

Earlier this particular victory was based 

on say capture of territory, the number 

of prisoners of wars, surrender, laying 

down of arms or destruction of war 

waging potential, number of aircraft, 

tanks, weapons etc. which I just made 

a mention about. Operation Sindoor 

proved all these matrices of victory 

wrong. A new matrice of victory would 

include things like tempo and speed.

Second would be our capability to 

operate across multiple domains 

together simultaneously. Lastly I 

think the biggest matters of victory 

are showing the sophistication of our 

operations, precision, timing and the 

ability to carry out post-strike damage 

assessment. Let me now talk about 

some of the challenges before the 

armed forces in the context of this new 

normal which has been established and 

in the context of operation Sindoor 

which you all know has been only 

temporarily halted.

Some of you would be aspiring to have 

as for a career in the armed forces. 

To those young minds let me explain 

the role of military and its leadership 

during crisis. I'll try and put this 

particular thing across in the larger 

context of national security.

I wonder if some of you have heard 

about Karl Von Clausewitz. He was 

a Prussian general and he retired as 

a major but his works on warfare are 

famous. He wrote this famous treatise 

on war in which he famously said that 

war is a continuation of policies by 

other means.

So war actually was considered by 

him a subordinate activity which fl ows 

on from a larger government policy. 

So in a democratic setup the military 

subordinate to the political authority 

of all the elected government. The 

government decides the policy and all 

instruments of the government play 

a role in achieving the ends of that 

particular policy.

In the context of national security 

should the government decide to use 

force for military force for attainment 

of its political objective then of course 

it's the role of the armed forces to 

provide two advices to the government. 

First is our role is to provide options to 

the government for applications of that 

military force and second is to generate 

confi dence so that bolder decisions can 

be taken. When I talk about options 

being provided to the government for 

application of military force the variety 

in these particular options will be 

dependent on three factors.

Firstly, capability development which 

you have carried out during peace time 

or no war no peace. This is largely a 

function of fi nancial resources as this 

is the responsibility of the government. 

The second factor on which the number 

of options would be dependent is the 

war gaming, the development of plans, 

School Awards School Awards School Awards
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rehearsal, operational preparedness.

This particular is the responsibility of 

the higher military leadership. The third 

would be the standard of training and 

the state of morale of the armed forces. 

This I think is a joint responsibility 

of the government and the military 

leadership.

It could also be seen as a national 

eff ort. The more options you have, the 

variety in the options, the better it will 

be because you'll be able to maintain 

surprise and the second aspect is 

the generation of confi dence. This 

will stem from projecting the right 

capability of our forces vis-a-vis that of 

the adversary.

In run up to operation Sindoor a 

number of options were projected to 

the government. Each particular option 

had an element of risk and a degree of 

success that it could achieve to attain 

that political objective for which the 

government wanted to use force. Each 

option was to provide a degree of 

political end state.

The one which provided the highest 

element of those political goals also 

had the highest element of risk in it. 

In this case Muridke Bhawalpur, the 

headquarters of Lashkar-e-Toiba and 

Jash-e-Mohammed had an element 

of political and military risk. The 

government took that risk and thereafter 

gave us a free hand to execute this 

operation.

I've spoken about the political 

authority and the military leadership 

but between these two elements also 

lies a bureaucracy which also includes 

diplomats. Their role is to galvanize the 

larger resources of the nation to fi ght 

that particular war because after all war 

is not fought only by the armed forces, 

it's a national enterprise, it's a national 

eff ort and it's not fought by the military 

alone. While explaining the aspects 

of national security I've endeavored 

to defi ne the role of a politician, a 

bureaucrat and a military leader.

Let me explain to you how all of them 

operate or function with the help of 

an anecdote told to me by Lieutenant 

General Sinha retired long back. He 

was a soldier, diplomat and a politician 

and it goes something like this. When a 

politician says yes, he actually means 

maybe and when he says maybe, he 

actually means no and if he says no, 

then he's not a good politician. As far 

as a bureaucrat is concerned, when a 

bureaucrat says no, he actually means 

maybe and when he says maybe, 

he actually means yes and if that 

bureaucrat says yes at the beginning, 

he's actually not a bureaucrat. As far 

as a soldier is concerned, when he says 

no, it actually means no. If he says yes, 

he actually means yes and if he says 

maybe, then he's not an actual soldier.

So in some manner, soldiers do see 

things in binary mode, black and 

white, yes and no but the real world 

actually has various shades of grey. 

In this emerging world, I believe that 

a politician must know the job of a 

diplomat or a bureaucrat and a soldier. 

A diplomat must know the job of a 

politician and a soldier and a soldier 

must know the responsibilities of the 

job of a politician and a diplomat.

In our context, if we see, there is a role 

of national security advisor which cuts 

across all these three verticals between 

a politician, bureaucrats and a soldier. 

As in Operation Sindoor, this particular 

appointment played a major, major role 

in the outcome, defi ning the outcome 

of this particular confl ict. I had 

commenced my talk, you know, talking 

about Amrit Kaal and India's aspiration 

to become a Viksit Bharat by 2047. I had 

also told that the youth of the country 

will have a major role to play in it. You 

will shape the destiny of India and you'll 

also be the benefi ciaries of being part 

of the developed nation. I personally 

believe that the future belongs to India. 

India as a nation, this is our Amrit 

Kaal. In the past, when the world 

lay undiscovered, physical attributes 

mattered. Example, conquering the 

highest mountains, discovering of 

diff erent worlds, civilizations, etc. That 

drove the Westerners actually across 

the whole world. In today's world, 

where everything lies discovered, 

explored or accessible to all, there's a 

need to unravel the mysteries of the 

mind. The metaphysical will override 

the physical.

Cognitive abilities will matter more 

and Indians, I believe, are endowed 

with better cognitive abilities than 

other races. It's in our genes and our 

DNA. From ancient discoveries to 

modern accomplishments, Indian 

ability to think critically and creativity 

has always set us apart. In fact, part of 

it was visible in the school exhibition 

when they spoke about the mathematics 

of the Vedic times. In fact, over there, 

I was talking about the numerical 

system, which was a gift to the world 

by us. Otherwise, the Roman numerals 

which the West had discovered are not 

conducive for any kind of calculation. 

We also introduced the decimal system 

and also a gift to the world was zero 

or shoonya, which itself is a foundation 

of basic mathematics. To visualize 

this concept of shoonya itself is so 

diffi  cult. If you look at astronomy, this 

again was displayed there, where they 

said that ancient philosophers over 

here were able to calculate exactly the 

velocity of light. We have written Surya 

Siddhanta, which said that Earth is a 

sphere and we rotate around the sun. 

But when Galileo discovered this long 

back, he actually tried for it and he was 

kept in confi nement till death. People 

spoke about cosmos, that's something 

similar to as Brahmand for us. We have 

spoken about Mahabharata, which was 

written by Ved Vyasa  about 4th BC. 

And this is actually almost about 10 

times of Odyssey and Iliad combined 

together. Rig Veda, you all know, is our 

history of mankind, the oldest book of 

mankind.

Why is this Indian mind so creative? 

I believe that it's creative because of 

intelligence. That factor actually arises 

out of two factors, intelligence, that's 

memory and logic. So, Indian mind 

is well tuned to memory because we 

have always followed an oral tradition. 
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The Rig Veda and Mahabharata, it 

travelled across generations through 

old traditions. So, that has given us the 

ability to memorise. We are the only 

country in which children still learn 

tables by heart. So, this has helped us 

develop our memory. Second thing is 

logic. And that is the culture of debate 

was part of the teaching process in India, 

Upanishads that were a commentary on 

Vedas and that's what we learned.

So, today what we see is wherever 

there's an application of mind, you'll 

fi nd that India is doing well. From 

small things like playing chess to 

having a Spellbee competition, you'll 

fi nd CEOs of global technological 

companies from India. This particular 

creativity still exists in our DNA. It 

was suppressed because of this 800 

years of subjugation and instilling a 

colonial mindset. Honourable Prime 

Minister of India has spoken about 

the panch pran and one of them is to 

get rid of colonial mindset. Creative 

pursuits, I believe, are possible only 

when physiological needs are met. 

A safe and secure environment is an 

important prerequisite as it existed 

in the past where there's no threat to 

life and property. Then only can you 

do creatively. This is the job of the 

armed forces to provide that secure 

environment to the nation.

Let me also talk a little bit about 

colonialism, at least in my belief that it's 

undergone three kinds of phases. First 

was this physical colonialism which 

we generally speak about in which 

territory was occupied by outsiders and 

the decision making, political decision 

making was infl uenced because the 

territory was occupied and the forefront 

of this were trading companies like 

East India Company before physically 

the land got occupied. Thereafter 

probably the world moved towards an 

era of economic colonization where 

political decisions of a state were 

infl uenced through economic coercion 

and inducements and in this probably 

again the precursors to this were 

multinational companies.

They were huge, Coca-Cola, General 

Electric, Exxon Mobile, they could be 

there but today we are entering into an 

era which I believe is something like 

cognitive colonialism where which is 

being led by tech giants like Apple, 

NVIDIA, Microsoft, OpenAI and these 

are going to infl uence the minds of the 

country and the political authorities. So 

I think there's a need for the younger 

generation to be cognizant of this fact 

that colonialism is changing shape in a 

diff erent kind of a manner and in present 

avatar it may be actually aff ecting 

our minds. As part of my concluding 

remarks I would like to say that when 

it comes to nation building it's not only 

the task of the governments, soldiers 

or policy makers, it's the collective 

responsibility of every citizen and I'll 

implore all of you to embrace science 

and technology, artifi cial intelligence, 

cyber, aerospace.

These are not distant fi elds; they are 

the front lines of future. Practice 

digital responsibility with freedom 

from cognitive colonialism. In an 

interconnected world security begins 

with personal ethics and in an evolved 

mindset.

Live the life of service. Service is 

not only wearing a uniform, every 

profession is pursued with honesty and 

dedication. It's service to the nation.

Securing India physically is important 

and armed forces are committed to 

that. Securing India intellectually in the 

cognitive domain is equally important. 

Believe in your own judgment, carrying 

forward India's self-assured identity 

into the future.

We are 1.4 billion. It's a big database 

and a big consumer base. We can do it.

As the armed forces protect the 

sovereignty of India you must guard 

its values, innovate for its progress 

and lead with responsibility. Together 

we must ensure that the next century 

for India is brighter, stronger and safer 

than ever before and I'm sure together 

we all can do it. Thank you for your 

patient hearing and Jai Hind.

The vision of The Scindia School is 

to ignite and empower the students to 

create, inspire and lead with compassion 

as visionary torchbearers of a shared 

future. It cultivates individuals into 

a community of forward thinking, 

purpose driven leaders, poised to 

illuminate the path for others as true 

changemakers. 

Exhibiting the true legacy of 

leadership cultivated at the school, the 

distinguished journey of Mr Vikram 

Misri stands out as a remarkable 

chapter in Indian diplomacy. A 

seasoned diplomat of the 1989 batch of 

the Indian Foreign Service, Mr Misri 

currently serves as the 35th Foreign 

Secretary of India, having assumed 

charge on 15 July 2024. 

Mr Misri’s accomplishments are 

a luminous example today, the 

groundwork for which was laid at 

The Scindia School.  It was on a hot 

summer day in 1977 that he climbed 

Citation of the Madhav Awardee- Mr Vikram Misri (Ex- Sh, 1981)

the Urvai Ghati to become the part 

of The Scindia School, wherein the 

next four years were in wait to shape 

him into the Man of Mettle which he 

is today. His deep-seated passion for 

theatre, nurtured by countless plays 

he has acted in, coupled with Debates 

and Elocutions, empowered him with 

the language and fi nesse that proved 

to be of great assistance to him in his 

life outside the Fort. Whether it was 

his stewardship as a House Prefect or 

the editor of the School Review, or his 

triumphs on the sports fi eld in football, 

cricket, hockey, and basketball, each 

experience sculpted the persona of his 

formative years at The Scindia School. 

Gifted with an incisive mind, Mr 

Vikram Misri refi ned his intellect 

through a degree in History from the 

Hindu College, Delhi University, and 

an MBA from XLRI, Jamshedpur. As 

a diplomat, his assignments spanned 

Brussels, Tunis, Islamabad, Washington 

D.C., Colombo, Beijing, Munich, and 

many more, with signifi cant roles in the 

Kargil War, the Indo–US Civil Nuclear 

Deal, India’s pandemic response and 

the more recent Operation Sindoor. 

Rising steadily through some of 

the most challenging assignments, 

including serving as Private Secretary 

to three Prime Ministers; later as 

Ambassador to Spain, Myanmar and 

China, and Deputy National Security 

Adviser of India; Mr Misri’s career 

reads like an epic, woven with trials and 

triumphs, diplomacy and duty, intellect 

and integrity. As his story continues 

to unfold, we see in him, an eloquent 

testimony to scholarship, to service, to 

leadership and the rare ability to blend 

heart with intellect, fashioned inside 

the hallowed portals of The Scindia 

School.

The Scindia School takes great pride 

in conferring on Mr Vikram Misri, 

the Madhav Award as an Old Boy of 

Eminence for the year 2025. 
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President of the Board of Governors of 

The Scindia School, the Honourable 

Minister of Communications and 

Minister of Development of North-

Eastern Region, Shri Jyotiraditya 

Scindia ji, Chief of Defence Staff , 
Secretary, Department of Military 

Aff airs and Chief Guest at this 

Founders' Day function, General Anil 

Chauhan, Principal Shri Ajay Singh, 

members of the Board of Governors, 

parents, faculty, teachers and staff  of 

The Scindia School and most of all, 

my dear young friends, good evening 

to all of you. I am more than aware that 

I am the last act for the evening and I 

do not want to stand between you and 

what I am sure is a very sumptuous 

dinner that is waiting somewhere in 

some corner of the fort for each one of 

us and therefore, as Elizabeth Taylor is 

alleged to have said to each one of her 

six husbands, I will not keep you long. 

As the President of the Board of 

Governors said in his remarks while 

introducing me, it was indeed a hot and 

sultry day in the summer of 1977 when 

I trudged up the Urvai Ghati with my 

local guardian and made my way to 

the offi  ce of the then Principal of the 

school, Mr S.P. Sahi. The school term 

had already started. Mr Sahi sent me 

to the library on the fi rst fl oor where 

I was administered a quick test in 

Mathematics, English and Hindi. 

The test over, I walked out of the 

school building and stood at the top 

of these steps of the open-air theatre, 

gazing at this stage blissfully unaware 

of how much of my school life would 

revolve around it. It's for that reason 

that I really feel at home at this stage, 

right now, at this moment. A short 

while later, Mr Sahi summoned me to 

his offi  ce to inform me that I had been 

admitted into Class IX and would start 

school the very next day. 

I was slightly over 12 and a half years 

old. In slightly more than three weeks 

from now, I'll turn 61. But I have little 

hesitation in saying that during the 

entire period in between these two 

dates, there has hardly been a phase 

of my life when I have not felt the 

formative role of the school as the all-

important crucible that helped shape so 

many aspects of my life and my career. 

Today, as I stand here, I'm fi lled with 

a rush of memories. The pressure of 

exams, the corridor banter, the intense 

competition on the cricket, hockey 

and football pitches, the excitement 

of inter-house debate and elocution 

contests, the wonder, personally for 

me, of discovering drama and theatre as 

an art form, and above all, the solemn 

hush at Astachal. Today, there isn't 

enough time to delve at length into all 

these memories, but there is something 

else that also fi lls me today, and that 

is profound gratitude and emotion for 

the honour that the Board of Governors 

and the school have chosen to bestow 

upon me in the form of the Madhav 

Award, which I accept not just as a 

personal achievement, but as a tribute 

to the institution that shaped me in 

ways both visible and invisible, The 

Scindia School. 

I'm grateful in particular to my teachers, 

my mentors and my guides from my 

time at school, and in all humility, I 

would like to dedicate this award to 

them, as well as my schoolmates, my 

housemates and my classmates, each 

one of whom, in their own way, helped 

me to learn and grow as a person. I 

found out very early at school that this 

was not just a place where I was sent to 

learn. This was a crucible of character, 

which would challenge me, which 

would stretch me, which would drag 

me outside of my comfort zone, and 

which would ultimately transform me. 

The values instilled within these walls 

and across these fi elds of integrity, of 

curiosity and of empathy above all, 

have been my compass through every 

twist and turn of my life. It was here 

in the school building that I learned to 

question, to listen, to lead, but most 

importantly, also to fail with grace and 

rise with resilience. And I'm not saying 

that only as a rhetorical point. 

Some of my classmates who are 

probably present here today might 

remember this. We were taught 

Chemistry in class 9 and 10 by Mr 

T.S. Ingle. Well, guess what? I failed 

the fi rst Chemistry exam that Mr Ingle 

gave me. I was crushed. After the 

answer copies were distributed, Mr 

Ingle took me aside and said, somewhat 

matter-of-factly and I would even say, 

pragmatically, “Don't worry, work 

harder”. I did. 

I eventually got through the 10th class 

board exams in Chemistry. And even 

though I never ventured anywhere near 

Chemistry again in the rest of my life, 

the lesson simply taught of the value 

of hard work, application and eff ort 

was burnt into my mind for a lifetime. 

Today, I'm grateful to the entire faculty 

that watched over diff erent aspects of 

the time that I spent at school, whether 

in the classroom, on the games fi eld, 

in art and craft class, or indeed on this 

very stage. 

In the months just before I passed out in 

1981, or maybe I should say graduated 

because today's generation understands 

something diff erent from the words 

passed out. Anyway, in those early 

months of 1981 or late 1980, the school 

received its fi rst pair of computers. As 

they were being installed, one of the 

senior most faculty members, Mr  P. 

M. Khar, also a Chemistry teacher, by 

the way, remarked that “We have the 

answers. Now we need to ask the right 

questions”.  In that moment, I also learnt 

that learning is not just about answers, 

but also about asking better questions. 

I'm grateful also to my teachers for 

their patience, their passion and their 

persistence. 

I would be failing in my tasks tonight 

if I did not particularly recall the 

immense debt of gratitude that I owe to 

Mr Siddharth Abhimanyu Ramanujan 

Acharya, my English teacher, Mr 

Manjit Inder Singh Bedi, my history 

teacher, and Mr S. P. Mukherjee, my 

geography teacher. English, history 

and geography, what else is there for a 

diplomat to learn in this day and age? 

Address by Mr Vikram Misri (Ex-Sh, 1981) - Madhav Awardee 2025

Address by the Madhav awardee

Handing over of the lamp of values
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Good evening respected Chief Guest 

– General Anil Chauhan, Chief of 

Defence Staff , Honourable President 

and Members of the Board of Governors, 

Madhav Awardee — Mr Vikram Misri, 

Principal Mr. Ajay Singh, teachers, 

esteemed guests, alumni, parents and 

my fellow Scindians.

As I stand on the podium today, I am 

fi lled with a sense of realization.

The realization that there are moments 

in life when you don’t just stand on 

a stage — you stand on a historic 

moment.

And for me, today is one of those 

moments.

For over a century, this ground has 

echoed with the footsteps of generations 

of boys who have arrived unsure, who 

have stumbled, learned, and grown into 

men of character.

Founders’ Day isn’t just an event on the 

annual calendar.

It is a day which binds us to everyone 

who has ever made this place a home 

away from home.

It’s a reminder of where we came from, 

Vote of Thanks by the Senior School Prefect - Ayaan Agrawal

who we are, and what we’re capable of 

becoming.

It is proof that the belief — in ourselves, 

our teachers, and this institution — has 

kept the Scindian tradition alive for 

more than a hundred years.

The belief that every boy who walks in 

through these gates carries within him 

something extraordinary, waiting to be 

discovered.

The belief that no matter where you 

start, you’ll never fi nish the same way.

And that, for me, is exactly what 

Scindia has done.

When I think about my own journey 

here, one truth stands out — I didn’t 

get here because I always wanted 

to. I got here because I was pushed 

— sometimes gently, sometimes 

not — into moments that scared me, 

challenged me and changed me.

In Class 7, my housemaster signed 

me up for an elocution without even 

asking.

I remember saying, “I’m not ready.” 

She smiled and said, “You’ll never be 

if you wait to be.”

That one line has stayed with me ever 

since. 

Standing on that stage, nervous and 

uncertain, I realised how much we 

underestimate ourselves until someone 

else refuses to accept our limits.

Then came the debates, the leadership 

roles, the late nights of preparation — 

and every time I thought I wasn’t ready, 

someone believed I was.

Teachers, seniors, friends  — they all 

became part of my story.

Now that I refl ect on it, I’ve come 

to realize that growth never occurs 

when we feel prepared. Almost every 

Thank you all for believing in me, my 

teachers, and for lighting the fi re of a 

quest for knowledge that endures to this 

day. To my fellow schoolmates from 

that era, I know and I regret that we 

have not remained as closely connected 

as we would have liked to since leaving 

school. I blame myself for that. I also 

blame my job for that, given that it 

has intermittently kept me abroad for 

nearly 23 years. But I want to say that 

this award is a shared honour. 

We are all products of this institution 

and have shaped each other in invisible 

ways, perhaps more than we will ever 

fully know. As we carry forward the 

school's legacy in our chosen fi elds of 

endeavour, we will always be united 

by the common thread of the values 

that we imbibed right here. Last but 

certainly not the least, to the current 

students of the school gathered here, 

I can see myself and many of my 

colleagues among you with the same 

spark, the same zeal, the same zest, 

but perhaps also the same doubts, 

same apprehensions and the same 

confusions. Trust me, that is the normal 

state of being. You are not just entering 

upon the future, you also have a chance 

to shape it. The school should be your 

anchor, as it did to me.  It will challenge 

you, but it will also comfort you at 

the same time. When you graduate, 

you will not just be equipped with the 

knowledge of how to make a living, but 

how to live a life. 

On multiple occasions during my time 

here, my teachers threw me into the 

deep end of the pool. Not a literal one, 

because I didn't know swimming, that 

would have been very dangerous, but 

a metaphorical one. I gasped, I gulped, 

I fl ailed, I thrashed about. In the end, I 

survived and even better, I learnt. 

Now, as I look back, I realise that 

every adversity that I have overcome in 

nearly four decades of my career, every 

accolade, every achievement has in one 

way or the other had its roots right here 

in The Scindia School. In the lessons 

learnt, when thrown into the deep end, 

in the friendships forged or in the values 

embraced. In returning here to accept 

this award, therefore, and that too, as 

I near the twilight of my career, I can 

feel a sense of fulfi lment and a sense of 

gratitude at the completion of a journey 

that began here nearly 44 years ago. 

I could not have imagined a better 

homecoming. In conclusion, let me just 

say once again how much I believe in the 

power of institutions and personalities 

to transform lives, to shape destinies 

and to produce change makers. This 

school is certainly one such institution 

and the faculty at its helm today have 

a special responsibility in forging the 

future. 

As alumni, there are many of us 

gathered here today, we too share that 

responsibility and should stand ready 

to do everything to uphold the school's 

ideals, embody its spirit and carry its 

light into the world. In doing so, we 

would begin to repay a small portion 

of what we owe to the school. Once 

again, I am deeply grateful for this 

recognition. 

It is amongst the greatest honours of 

my life. Thank you. 

SSP - Ayaan Agrawal
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pivotal moment in my life started 

with discomfort. In fact, the most 

challenging moments were the ones 

that led to the greatest growth.

These defi ning moments sparked a 

domino of change, gradually leading 

me to this moment, standing on this 

stage, contributing to a remarkable 

legacy.

Every year, a Senior School Prefect 

stands here and tries to capture what 

Scindia means to him— and today, it’s 

my turn to carry the mantle forward.

When you’re younger, you look at the 

Headboy on Founders’ Day and think 

he has it all fi gured out.

But when you’re the one standing here, 

you realise it’s not about perfection — 

it’s about perspective.

Because this role, this school, 

this moment — it’s not just about 

representing myself.

It’s about representing every Scindian 

who has felt a sense of belonging to 

this place.

When we fi rst arrive at Scindia, we all 

struggle.

The early mornings, the discipline, the 

structure feels like too much.

We question it, resist it, even complain 

about it. But as we grow older, 

somewhere along the way, something 

shifts.

The same bell that once felt too loud 

becomes the rhythm of your day.

The same routine that once felt 

repetitive becomes the discipline that 

shapes you. And the same campus that 

once felt confi ning becomes the world 

you never want to leave. The things 

you once saw as fl aws turn out to be 

lessons in disguise.

That’s the quiet power of Scindia — 

it changes you from within, and you 

don’t even notice until you look back.

And so, as I stand here, I realise that 

this is what we carry forward — the 

legacy of growth, gratitude, and 

transformation.

A promise to make this school a little 

more compassionate and cohesive than 

when we found it.

When I think about gruduating from 

the school — a thought I still try to 

avoid, more than the buildings or the 

traditions.

It’s the feeling that I will miss the most.

The feeling of standing in the Monday 

assembly as the bugle plays, of sitting 

at Astachal as the sun sets behind the 

fort wall.

The feeling of being pushed, tested, 

challenged — and realising that every 

bit of it was meant to make you better.

Once I leave this place, a part of my 

heart will always remain here, leaving 

me feeling empty. The late night fun in 

the houses, the interhouse competitions 

and the relationships we forged will 

become memories forever.

But as we look ahead — toward new 

challenges, places, and  versions 

of ourselves — I know I will carry 

Scindia with me not as a chapter, but 

as a compass.

A compass that points me to discipline 

when I drift, to courage when I hesitate, 

and to gratitude when I forget how far 

I’ve come.

And now, it’s time to express our 

deepest gratitude to all those who made 

this extraordinary event possible.

On behalf of the entire student body, 

I extend my deepest gratitude to 

everyone of you for being here today 

to celebrate the vision that gave life to 

The Scindia School.

We are especially privileged and deeply 

honoured by the presence of our Chief 

Guest — General Anil Chauhan, the 

Chief of Defence Staff  of India.

Sir, your presence is not just an honour, 

but an inspiration. You lead one of 

the most respected institutions in our 

nation — the Armed Forces — built 

on the same values that Scindia strives 

to instil in us: discipline, integrity, 

service, and courage.

Thank you Sir, for gracing us with your 

presence this Founders’ Day.

To our Honourable President and 

members of the Board of Governors 

— thank you for your unwavering 

guidance and for keeping the school 

rooted in its traditions while steering it 

toward progress.

My thanks are due to the Madhav 

Awardee — Mr Vikram Misri, Sir 

it is people like you who embody 

the Scindian education in the most 

exceptional manner and serve as an 

inspiration to all.

My speech would be incomplete 

without thanking our teachers — thank 

you for shaping not just our minds, but 

our character. For every lesson beyond 

the syllabus, for every correction fi lled 

with care, and for every quiet word 

of encouragement when we needed it 

most.

I express my deepest gratitude to all 

the parents who set aside their time 

to grace us with their presence. At the 

same time, I would like to thank my 

parents for everything they’ve done 

for me, for blessing me with this life 

and for always putting my needs above 

their own.

I would also like to thank our alumni, 

especially the batches of 2000 and 

2015 — your presence reminds us that 

the Scindian spirit doesn’t end with 

graduation; it continues, generation 

after generation, in the lives we lead.

To my fellow students — your energy, 

creativity, and relentless spirit brought 

this celebration to life. You are the 

pulse of Scindia, and your teamwork 

and pride make days like this possible. 

Now, I take this opportunity to thank 

my batchmates. The ones who have 

been with me through this entire roller-

coaster ride but never let go of my 

hand, the ones with whom I have seen 

the best of times and endured the worst 

of days, and the ones without whom I 

would not be who I am today. Thank 

you class of 2026 for all those fabulous 

memories that I am going to carry for 

a lifetime.

And fi nally, to those who work 

tirelessly behind the scenes — the 

administrative staff , the support teams, 

the maintenance crew, the security, 

and the technical teams — you are the 

invisible force that keeps everything 

running perfectly. This day belongs to 

you as much as it does to us.

As this Founders’ Day draws to a close, 

may we carry forward the same courage 

that built this school — the courage to 

grow, to lead and to serve.

Jai Hind. Jai Bharat.
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Arrival

Our journey began on October 29th in 

Regensburg by train. In Munich, we 

fl ew via Abu Dhabi to New Delhi. In 

Delhi, we stayed for two days. During 

those two days, we visited various 

temples and the Agra Fort. We were 

also invited to a meal. Afterwards, 

we visited a mall and then went to the 

school.

School Life

Life at Scindia School is diff erent from 

what we expected. The students live 

in eight diff erent houses, each with a 

housemaster. The school day begins 

with at 5am with a sports session. Then 

they go to breakfast, followed by the 

morning assembly. Classes start at 9am 

and each period lasts 35 minutes. At 

half past eleven there is a snack, and 

at half past one lunch is served. In the 

evening, there is dinner, and afterwards 

the students return to their houses or 

have lessons. On Saturdays, they also 

have classes. They are only allowed to 

leave the school grounds with special 

permission or during holidays.

Lessons compared to Germany

When we experienced classes at the 

Scindia School in India, we noticed how 

strong the community is. The students 

often live on campus, eat together, and 

spend a lot of time with each other. 

The lessons were very disciplined, and 

the teachers were treated with great 

respect. In Germany, lessons feel more 

relaxed.

In India there are also subjects like 

papermache and woodwork. In 

Germany we only have art in which we 

only draw or paint. But there are also 

similiar subjects like maths, physics 

and chemistry.

Trips

We also went on many trips. After a 

short breakfast, we took the bus to 

Shivpuri to visit a former student of the 

Scindia School. When we arrived, we 

were treated like kings. After a warm 

welcome, we were given lunch.

Then Hardik, the old boy, showed us our 

very luxurious rooms, and afterwards 

we went to the national park. We saw 

monkeys, elephants, and other exotic 

animals. On our way back, we stopped 

briefl y at a temple, and later we were 

warmly welcomed and very well taken 

care of at Hardik’s home.

Late in the evening, we were even 

allowed to visit an Indian wedding for 

a short time, which we really enjoyed.

The next day, after a quick breakfast 

and a short interview with the local 

press, we visited a museum, a monkey 

park, and a cowshed that belonged to 

the family. Then we said goodbye and 

drove back to Gwalior.

On our trip to Khajuraho, we fi rst 

visited the 108 temples. After that, we 

went to a school where we had lunch.

After a few more hours on the bus, we 

arrived in Khajuraho in the evening. 

The next morning, we visited the 

temples in Khajuraho, which impressed 

us very much.

On our way back, we stopped in another 

city and later went to a shopping mall in 

Gwalior to buy some Indian specialties.

Food

The food in India cannot be compared 

to German food. We visited Hardik 

and tried the variety of dishes there. 

Everyone was impressed by the 

nutritious meals. The food in the 

school canteen is also very diff erent. 

As a base, no matter the meal, there is 

always rice with a tasty sauce and a side 

dish. It tastes very good but became a 

bit repetitive since the meals weren’t 

very varied. Nevertheless, we were 

positively surprised by Indian cuisine.

Prejudices

Before visiting India, people in other 

parts of the world often have certain 

stereotypes, such as crowded cities or 

poverty. However, personal experience 

quickly shows that these images are 

incomplete. India is a country full 

of warmth, hospitality, and cultural 

richness. Exchanges between nations 

help to overcome prejudices and 

promote a deeper understanding and 

appreciation of India’s diversity.

Religion

Religion plays a very important role 

in Indian society and daily life. It can 

be seen everywhere – in temples, on 

the streets, and in family traditions. 

One of the most impressive aspects 

is the country’s religious diversity: 

Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, 

and many other faiths coexist, often in 

harmony. During our exchange, the 

group visited several temples and other 

religious sites. There, we learned a lot 

about religious practices in India and 

the peaceful coexistence of diff erent 

faiths.

Land of contrast

In India, there is either poverty or 

wealth. When we arrived in Delhi, we 

immediately saw the poverty and the 

garbage on the streets, and we were 

a bit scared of what to expect at the 

school. But when we arrived, we were 

surprised. The school was clean, there 

was no street noise, and it didn’t smell 

like garbage. When we visited Hardik, 

we could again see the contrast between 

two worlds. From the second fl oor of 

his house, you could look down on the 

poor streets below.

Everyday Life on the Streets

The streets of India are full of movement 

and energy. Because of the large 

population, they are crowded almost 

all day. Cars, motorcycles, bicycles, 

and tuk-tuks all share the same narrow 

roads, while constant honking serves as 

a way of communication rather than a 

warning. Drivers use the horn to show 

their presence or next move. Among 

the traffi  c are vendors, pedestrians, and 

animals like cows, dogs, and monkeys 

that roam freely. Despite the noise 

and chaos, there is a surprising order, 

showing the rhythm and liveliness of 

everyday life in India.

From Germany to The Scindia School - Stories of Cultural Sharing
-- Students of German Exchange
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Editorial Board

Culture and Tradition

Indian culture can be seen in almost 

every part of daily life. One of the 

most striking features is the colorful 

traditional clothing, often worn on 

many occasions as a sign of pride and 

identity. Music, dance, and celebrations 

play an important role and bring people 

together. At Scindia School, cultural 

diversity is strongly encouraged 

through festivals, performances, and 

shared activities that promote openness 

and a strong sense of community.

Environment

When we visited India, we saw many 

environmental problems with our 

own eyes. In big cities like Delhi, the 

air was very dirty. It felt heavy when 

we breathed, and many people wore 

masks because of the pollution. But 

in small villages, we saw green fi elds 

and farmers working with nature. 

They used natural fertilizers and tried 

to protect the soil. At the rivers, we 

saw both beautiful traditions and dirty 

water. However, we also met many 

young people who wanted to help the 

environment. They planted trees and 

cleaned streets.

The student exchange in India gave 

unique cultural experiences and helped 

understand other cultures.It also built 

tolerance, independence, and new 

friendships across borders.
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