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Many congratulations to The Scindia School for being ranked #1 Vintage Legacy Boys' Boarding School
in India and Madhya Pradesh in EducationWorld India School Rankings 2025-26

FORT N

Weather Report

The coming week at the Fort promises
a stretch of bright, easy winter days
with temperatures hovering between
24-28°C during the day and dipping
to a cool 10-12°C at night. For this
Fortnight, the forecast paints a picture
of  sunshine-drenched  mornings,
light hazy afternoons, and crisp,
clear evenings—perfect for outdoor
assemblies, sports practices, and
leisurely walks between classes.

Most days will bring plenty of sunshine
with only a gentle winter haze settling
over the campus, giving the trees and
fields a soft, golden glow. With no rain
expected, the neem-lined paths and
the school lawns will stay bright and
inviting. As the chill sets in after sunset,
students can expect those familiar
winter moments—hands tucked into
sweater sleeves, warm conversations at
the Houses, and the Fort settling into its
quiet, comforting rhythm under clear
night skies.

CBSE Workshop

Three teachers (Mr Rahul Bharadwaj,
Mr YPS Ramakrishna and Mr
Saptarshi Bhattacharyya) attended a
comprehensive training programme
conducted by CBSE on Pedagogy and
Learning Outcomes on the 15th of
November, 2025. The venue of training
programme was Aditya World School,
Gwalior and the resource persons
were Dr. Parveen Kumar Zear and Dr.
Deepika Bhambani.

CBSE workshop

The workshop aimed to deepen
educators’ understanding of effective
teaching practices and the importance
of aligning classroom strategies with
well-defined learning goals.

The opening session highlighted
the theme “A Happy Teacher for a
Happy Classroom.” The Facilitators
emphasized that teachers' well-being
directly influences classroom climate,
student motivation, and overall
learning efficiency. Strategies for
maintaining emotional balance and
creating a positive environment were
also discussed.

The second session focused on the
Teaching-Learning Cycle and the
centrality of clearly articulated learning
outcomes.  Participants  explored
how outcomes guide instructional
planning, delivery, and assessment. An
interactive activity enabled teachers to
reflect on the various challenges faced
inside the classroom, ranging from
learner diversity to behavioral and
motivational issues.

In the third session, participants
revisited Bloom’s Taxonomy of
Educational Outcomes, understanding
each cognitive level—from
remembering to creating. The session
clarified how this framework supports
the design of structured and progressive
learning experiences.

The fourth session explored diverse
pedagogical approaches to help
teachers  achieve the intended
learning outcomes. Strategies such as
experiential learning, collaborative
tasks, and inquiry-based methods
were discussed to enrich classroom
engagement.

The workshop concluded with the
final session on evaluating learning
outcomes, where teachers participated
in a hands-on activity to create a lesson
plan grounded in Bloom’s Taxonomy.

EWS

This practical component helped
connect theory with real classroom
application.

Overall, the workshop was highly
enriching and offered valuable insights
to strengthen teaching -effectiveness
and improve student learning.

Birdwatching
What made the day stand out was not
just the destination but the way the
morning unfolded. On the 16th of
November, a group of thirty students,
accompanied by the teachers of The
Scindia School and eminent wildlife
activists and authors Mr Deepak Dalal
and Ms Jaintika Dhave set out for an
ecological walk at Scindian Meadow
Park—an experience that turned out to
be far richer than anyone had expected.

They began with a quiet bird-watching
session. The park carried an early calm
in which every sound felt sharper, and
the group managed to spot red-vented
bulbuls, scaly-breasted munias, jungle
babblers, common moorhens and a
few other species that added a gentle
rhythm to the start of the trail.

As they moved ahead, the path led
them to Khamba Tal. The water lay
still, the banks were open and soft, and
the place held a natural serenity that
made everyone slow their pace.

What truly brought the experience
together was the way Mr Jitendra
Jawale explained everything around
them. His deep understanding of the
surrounding flora and fauna made
the walk feel layered, insightful, and
meaningful.
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By the time they returned, it felt as
though the morning had been spent
learning to notice the small, quiet
details that make the natural world feel
so alive.

English Elocution
This year’s Senior
Group English
Elocution introduced
a thoughtful variation
to its usual format
through the theme
“The Seven Deadly
Sins in  Poetry”
and “The Greatest
Villains in Literature
in  Prose.”
event  encouraged
participants to examine the darker
elements of literature and consider
how these themes continue to shape
storytelling and human behaviour.
Moving away from conventional
topics, students explored characters
and ideas that challenged them to think
more deeply about moral complexity.
Their presentations showed careful
preparation, clear expression, and
a strong understanding of the texts,
resulting in an atmosphere of attentive
engagement throughout the assembly
hall.

English
The Elocution B

The competition concluded with
notable  achievements in  both
categories. In prose, Lakshya Tulsian
of Madhav House secured the first
position, followed by Swarit Varshney
of Jayaji House in second place. In
poetry, Granth Mehta of Daulat House
earned the top honour, while Aryan
Garg of Mahadji House received
second place.

The overall house positions were as
follows-

I Daulat I Mahadji
Il Jayappa IV Ranoji
V  Madhav VI Jeevaji

VII Jayaji VIII Shivaji

A distinctive feature of this year’s event
wasthatall poems were composed by the
students themselves under the guidance
of the Elocution Department, adding
an element of originality and personal
interpretation. This combination of
thoughtful themes, composed work,
and dedicated performance made the
event a meaningful addition to the
academic calendar.
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Advanced Practices

Conference
Sanjay Choudhary and Pulkit Sharma
attended the Advanced Practices
Conference (In-Person), organized
by The College Board on 20-21

November 2025 at Manav Rachna
University, Faridabad. The enriching
two-day workshop provided them with
invaluable insights into the AP Physics
C curriculum, teaching strategies, and
assessment practices.

The conference offered a
comprehensive breakdown of the
AP Physics C framework, covering
both Mechanics and Electricity
& Magnetism. Participants were
introduced to the structure of the AP

Advanced Practices Conference

Physics C: Mechanics and FElectricity
& Magnetism syllabus, with emphasis
on unit-wise learning objectives,
mathematical modeling expectations,
and conceptual understanding. A
key takeaway was the emphasis on
clarity and precision in teaching,
aligning the AP curriculum with first-
year university-level physics. In-
depth sessions explored the AP exam
format, highlighting various question
types, including  multiple-choice
questions (MCQs) and free-response
questions (FRQs). Attendees practised
strategies to help students master these
formats, with particular focus on data

interpretation, experimental design,
and error analysis.

The workshop also underscored
effective  pedagogical techniques,
such as constructive approaches,
active learning, and scaffolding

complex problem-solving skills. The
integration of calculus into physics
instruction was examined to deepen
students’ conceptual understanding.
Participants were introduced to
TIPERs (Tasks Inspired by Physics
Education Research), designed to
strengthen  conceptual  reasoning
and promote higher-order thinking.
Hands-on laboratory activities and
simulations provided further insight,
offering strategies for structuring
scientific investigations and fostering
inquiry-based learning. Additionally,
participants gained access to a wealth
of digital resources, including AP
Classroom and AP Central, which offer
tools such as the AP Question Bank,
progress checks, and practice exams
to support teachers in delivering high-
quality instruction.
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Read Program :
Grades VI-VIII

The Read Program was organized with
the aim of fostering a love for reading
among students of grades VI to VIIIL.
The initiative successfully combined
literature, creativity, and emotional
learning to create an engaging and
holistic experience for young readers.

Sessions and Activities:

Author Interaction - Archana
Garodia : Archana Garodia conducted
interactive  sessions  where  she
discussed her book ‘History of India’
and shared insights into the process of
writing. Her session not only inspired
students to read but also motivated them
to explore storytelling and creative
writing. Students were engaged in
question-and-answer sessions, which
encouraged curiosity and a deeper
understanding of literary creation.

Cartooning Workshop - Ajit
Narayan : The cartoonist Ajit Narayan
introduced students to the world
of graphic novels and cartoons. He
took reference of a graphic novel
based on a classic piece ‘The Time
Travel” by HG Wells. Through
practical demonstrations, students
learned different techniques for
creating cartoons. This session helped
students connect visual creativity
with storytelling, enhancing their
comprehension and expression in a
fun, hands-on way.

Storytelling & Puppet Making
— Garima Storyteller Garima
conducted workshops on the art of
storytelling and puppet making. She
guided students in crafting stories and
bringing them to life through puppetry.
This interactive session emphasized
imagination, narrative structure, and
performance skills, fostering creativity
and confidence in self-expression.

Mindfulness & Journaling — Divija:
Psychologist Divija led mindfulness
exercises and journaling activities,
encouraging students to reflect on
their thoughts and emotions. This
session highlighted the importance of
emotional intelligence, self-awareness,

Read programme #

and mental well-being, integrating
personal development with the joy of
reading and writing.

There were 5 books that the students
received as a part of this program :
History of India, Jungle Book, Gaban,
Mindful Journaling and The Time
Machine

Impact and Feedback :

The program successfully engaged
students in diverse ways, appealing to
different interests—Iiterature, visual
arts, performance, and self-reflection.
Students expressed enthusiasm for
reading, storytelling, and creative
expression, showing increased
confidence in presenting their own
ideas.

The combination of literary sessions
and interactive workshops allowed
students to see reading not just as an
academic activity but as a source of
imagination, creativity, and personal
growth.

Conclusion:

The READ PROGRAM was highly
effective in encouraging students to
read and explore creativity in multiple
forms. By combining author interaction,
cartooning, storytelling, puppetry, and
mindfulness, the initiative provided a
comprehensive and engaging learning
experience. The involvement of
experts like Archana Garodia, Ajit
Narayan, Garima, and Divija enriched
the program, making it memorable and
impactful for the students.

Recommendations:

e Extendingsuchprogramstoinclude
follow-up projects where students can
apply their skills in writing, cartooning,
or storytelling.

e Incorporating peer-sharing sessions
where students present their journals,
stories, or cartoons to encourage
collaboration and confidence.

e Including periodic evaluation to
measure changes in reading habits and
creative engagement over time.

Round Square Conference
Round Square South Asia and Gulf
Forum organized a conference from
November 21st to November 23rd at
the Sunbeam School Varanasi, wherein,
more than 60 Round Square schools
from the region participated and shared
the best practices followed and the
new projects initiated by them. The
schools showcased how Round Square

IDEALS are shaping their students.

The Principal, Mr Ajay Singh and
RS Representative Ms Divya Verma
represented The Scindia School
and gave a presentation on the Fort
Biosphere Project and how we have
transformed our school into a living
laboratory. The concept and the
work done by the school was highly
appreciated by the participating schools
and showed their eagerness to learn
from our experience and collaborate
with us on the journey.

W"—-

School Council Meeting
The second School Council meeting
for session 2025-26 was held on 3
November 2025 in the F. G. Pearce
Memorial School Library, attended
by the Principal, Bursar, Dean of Co-
curricular Activities, representatives of
the senior house patrons and the faculty,
school prefects, class representatives,
and house representatives. The meeting
was moderated by the Secretary of the
School Council, Suraj Agarwalla and
the Joint-Secretaries, Athul Shankar
Prasanna and Rudraksh Bansal. The
meeting reviewed academics, English
communication, reading culture, co-
curricular activities, discipline, and
general school functioning.

The meeting ended with the Secretary
extending his sincere gratitude to the
Principal, the Bursar, and all teachers
who generously attended the meeting
and contributed valuable insights for
the betterment of the school. Their
active involvement and constructive
suggestions continue to guide and
inspire the student body.

Transformative Workshop
On 22nd November 2025, a
transformative workshop was

conducted for NCC Gwalior, led by
Ms Jaya Sahdev , the behavioural
counsellor. The invitation came from
Brigadier

Vijayant Mahadik and

Transformative workshop
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the entire NCC Gwalior team, who
entrusted her with a full-day session

for their trainees on Emotional
Intelligence, Adolescent Concerns,
Career Guidance, Motivation,

Leadership, Gender Sensitization, and
Exam Stress Management.

The  participants—trainees  aged
between 25 and 46, with academic
backgrounds ranging from graduation
to master’s degrees—play a vital role
in shaping young minds across schools
and colleges. Contributing to their
growth as educators, mentors, and
leaders was considered a meaningful
privilege.

Throughout the workshop, the group
delved into a series of powerful and
timely themes, including:

*  Emotional intelligence and the
importance of self-awareness

*  Leadership rooted in empathy,
clarity, and integrity

* The significance of personal
boundaries and the courage to say “no”
*  The need to avoid glorifying pain
or normalizing toxic patterns

* The  psychological  dynamic
between the oppressor and the
oppressed

*  The influence of words, thoughts,
and the subconscious mind

*  Gender sensitization and
dismantling harmful stereotypes
*  Mindful listening and

compassionate communication

To ensure an engaging and experiential
environment, the session also included:
*  Affirmations for emotional
grounding

*  Brain-boosting
strengthen focus

*  Qroup discussions and sharing
circles

*  Real-life case studies for practical
understanding

activities to

Thediscipline, humility, and enthusiasm
displayed by the NCC cadets made
the day especially memorable. Their
openness to learning, reflecting, and
integrating psychological insights into
their leadership journeys was both
impressive and inspiring.

At the conclusion of the workshop, Ms
Sahdev was felicitated by Brigadier
Mahadik—an honour that will be long
cherished.

Teachers' Training
The training titled "Conceptual
Understanding, Inquiring, Problem

Solving, And Critical Thinking"
enabling teachers to move towards
student centric learning and facilitate
modern pedagogical techniques was

conducted by HoD Science of The
Scindia school- Ms Sangeeta Jain
and Dr. Ishani Roy Chowdhury and
included various hands-on activity that
engaged the faculty members across
departments and brought forth active
collaboration and mindful discussion
on modern teaching techniques.

The session was peppered by profound
moments of deeper understanding of
teaching methods and ways to enhance
classroom engagement. It concluded
with the Principal- Mr Ajay Singh
giving his closing remarks on the
subject.

Visit of the GM of the
Geneva School of Diplomacy

and International Relations
Dr. Rakesh Krishnan, General Manager
of The Geneva School of Diplomacy &
International Relations, Switzerland,
visited The Scindia School and
interacted with students and faculty.

During his address, Dr. Krishnan
spoke extensively about politics,
international relations, and public
policy. Students and teachers engaged
in a lively discussion with him on
global dynamism, the importance of

being future-ready, and the evolving
landscape of careers in the years ahead.

He also met with the school’s

management to explore avenues for
strengthening collaboration between

Dr. Rakesh Krishnan with the Principal

the two institutions and to enhance
opportunities for engagement for
students and faculty on both sides.

The Geneva School of Diplomacy &
International Relations is a world-
class institution renowned for its
specialization in International
Relations and Diplomacy. With strong
partnerships  across  international
organizations, missions, and NGOs,
the school is recognized for its small,
interactive classes led by distinguished
faculty and  high-profile  guest
speakers. Its mission is to shape global
leaders equipped with the academic
foundation, vocational training, and
practical diplomatic skills required to
excel in their chosen fields.

XArvus

=
. e
e o

Creative corner - Bhavni Jain, IX C
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Interview with the Ambassador of Ireland, His Excellency Mr Kevin Kelly
Lakshya: Sir, first question — if Ireland and India were to create a project that represented the soul of both countries, what
would it look like?
Ambassador: That’s a wonderful question. I think it would be something that celebrates our shared history and cultural
values. Both Ireland and India fought hard for independence and believe deeply in community, dignity, and respect for the
environment. Even though we come from different religious backgrounds, many of our traditions are surprisingly similar.
Take funerals for example — in Britain, they’re often delayed for weeks, but in Ireland, like in India, everything stops. Families
gather immediately, the community comes with food and prayers, and over three days there is mourning, storytelling, music,
and celebrating the life of the person. That strong sense of community is something we share. So a project highlighting these
similarities — a cultural and historical celebration — would be incredible.

Chirag: So there should definitely be a cultural collaboration?
Ambassador: Yes, absolutely. Something that showcases how close our communities really are.

Lakshya: You’ve served in many countries including Uganda, Ethiopia, the Netherlands, and now India. What has been the
most rewarding part of being a diplomat?

Ambassador: Every posting teaches you something different. In Ethiopia, I experienced political unrest and had to handle
very serious crises. In the Netherlands, my work focused more on European politics, trade, and cultural diplomacy. Africa
was fascinating — I loved my time there. But India has been my favourite so far. It’s hugely challenging — a big country
with so much diversity — but the warmth of the people, the energy, the history, and the opportunities we can create together
make the work incredibly rewarding.

Chirag: Since you've lived in such different places, what was your biggest culture shock?

Ambassador: It wasn’t India — although Varanasi’s crowds did overwhelm me initially! The biggest shock was in Africa
when I was younger — the intensity of daily life, the noise, the atmosphere — everything felt dramatically different from
what [ was used to.

Lakshya: We read about the new electric Irish tuk-tuk at your Embassy. Did that idea come from your travels?
Ambassador: (laughs) Not exactly, but we’re very proud of it. It’s painted green with the Irish harp and flag, and it runs on
electricity — so it’s environmentally friendly. It helps us promote Ireland around the city and gives our staff a convenient
way to attend meetings. People often stop us because they think we’ve painted the Indian flag the wrong way — since our
colours are the same! And other embassies are now adopting the idea too, which is fun.

Chirag: You were on the Board of Directors for the Trust Fund for Victims at the International Criminal Court. How do you
view the global importance of justice and reconciliation?

Ambassador: The ICC is remarkable because it reinforces a simple idea: nobody is above the law, not even presidents or
generals. But what makes it truly special is its focus on victims. People who have suffered unimaginable violence can be
heard in court and can receive compensation or rehabilitation. I helped design programs to support survivors — sometimes
through medical care, trauma counselling, or prosthetic limbs.

Lakshya: Is there a particular memory from that work that stayed with you?

Ambassador: Yes. In Uganda, we worked with survivors of the Lord’s Resistance Army — people who had been attacked,
who lost limbs, children forced into soldiering. We organised a surgical camp with top doctors, and seeing people walk again
after receiving artificial limbs was extremely emotional. It reminded me why the work matters.

Chirag: Ireland—India trade is rising rapidly. Which sectors are most promising?

Ambassador: The value has increased to nearly €16 billion. Pharmaceuticals are a major area — Ireland exports more
medicines to the US than any European country. Many Indian companies base their European operations with us because
we are English-speaking and business-friendly. IT and Artificial Intelligence are also growing fast, with companies like TCS
playing a huge role.

Lakshya: If you could design the ideal student exchange program between Ireland and India, what unique element would
it include?

Ambassador: A strong cultural component — students learning not just academics but our shared history, traditions, and
values. And the program shouldn’t end when they return home. Many talented Indians study or work in Ireland, then come
back and succeed here. We want them to remain connected through our Global Irish network — once you become part of
the Irish family, you’re always welcome back.

Chirag: Is there any book, habit, or mentor who inspired your worldview?

Ambassador: African literature had a huge influence when I was young — especially Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart.
It sparked my fascination with the continent and led me toward global diplomacy. Right now, I’'m reading Arundhati
Roy’s Mother Mary Comes to Me. It’s beautifully written and very honest about family and society. Indian literature is
extraordinary — every bookstore here is a treasure.

Lakshya: Earlier today you spoke about supporting immigrants. What do you think about the refugee crisis in the U.S.?
Ambassador: The worrying part is the negative narrative — it creates fear and suspicion. In Ireland, we welcomed many
Ukrainians fleeing war, and we are proud of that. But housing and healthcare pressures have made things more complex.
We’ve also seen rare but painful incidents of racism — including against Indians. But they sparked strong support from
local communities who stood up for inclusivity. Ireland is not full — we have room, and we need people. Compassion must
remain central to our approach. Sadly, refugee issues will continue to challenge countries around the world. What matters is
how we respond — with humanity and fairness.
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Sonsa Day: A Celebration of Bond, Culture and Sportsmanship
The Social Service League of The Scindia School visited Sonsa village on 30 November, 2025 to commemorate Sonsa Day,
a tradition that has been a proud part of our school’s legacy since 1952, when the village was first adopted. What began as
an initiative to support and uplift a rural community has grown into a strong relationship built on trust, respect and shared
progress. This year’s visit reflected that spirit beautifully.

The day was centered around sports and the idea that games have the power to |
unite people. Students and villagers took part in a variety of events, including
running competitions, slow cycling, a spirited marathon and several indigenous
games that highlighted the village’s own sporting culture. Laughter, cheering
and friendly competition filled the grounds. It was inspiring to watch young |

children of Sonsa participate passionately while our Social Service League | . —_—
volunteers managed events smoothly, showing leadership, teamwork and =~ =
responsibility.

One of the key highlights was a cultural photo display set up by the village community. Through the photographs and
interactions, students learned about Sonsa’s traditions, local craftsmanship, agricultural practices and stories passed down
through generations. It offered a meaningful perspective on how deeply heritage shapes identity. Many students felt a
renewed sense of gratitude and connection to the simplicity, resilience and warmth of rural life.

Throughout the day, Scindians worked alongside villagers, arranging activities, coordinating logistics and ensuring that
every participant felt included. The spirit of service was visible everywhere. The visit reminded us that true education
extends beyond classrooms and textbooks. It lives in empathy, shared experiences and the willingness to contribute to

P : . others’ happiness.

The event concluded with a heartfelt address by the eminent members of
the Sonsa Village, expressing their appreciation and hopes for continued
collaboration. The National Anthem marked a powerful end, with everyone
standing together as one community.

 Sonsa Day remains a reminder that service is not charity. It is partnership.
It is learning. It is growth on both sides. The visit left us inspired, humbled
and proud to carry forward a tradition that has stood strong for more than
seven decades.

Scholarship winners with their certificates

From the Editorial Desk

As the Fort welcomes the festive cheer and the New Year draws near with renewed dreams and aspirations, The Review
extends its warmest wishes to every member of the Scindian family.

May this season bring joy, fulfillment, and the courage to pursue new beginnings. Let the spirit of togetherness, the pride
in our achievements, and the hope in our hearts lead us into a brighter year ahead.

To celebrate this journey of growth and optimism, we invite all students and masters to contribute to The Review’s
special “New Year, New Hope” edition. Articles, artwork, poetry or photographs may be shared at review@scindia.edu
or submitted to any member of the Editorial Board by 6th January 2026.

Here’s to a year filled with happiness, progress, and endless possibilities.

Editorial Board
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