e.?a

Zaen A 19 e
‘:é' 2 ESTD. 189

REVIEW

ISSUE : 1162 | THURSDAY, 1 OCTOBER 2026

S

2

THE SCINDIA SCHOOL FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER

Reg RSS fleuwy, 8y B3R, dlaiy Ry fofe@ Regy RAFSS Qi Rug Regg RSS Rg g,

FORT N

Weather Report

In the coming fortnight, the Fort is
expected to experience mostly sunny,
warm days, with diurnal temperatures
around 33°C to 37°C. Mornings and
evenings will gradually become cooler,
with low humidity and occasional light
showers possible.

English Elocution

On 25 July 2026, the school auditorium
resonated with confident voices and
expressive speeches as students from
Groups A and B participated in the
Annual Inter-House English Elocution
Competition for the academic session
2026 - 27. The competition provided
students with an opportunity to
showcase their skills in prose and
poetry while developing confidence,
expression and clarity of speech.

In the Middle Group, Srinjoni
Chakraborty (JA) was adjudged Best
Speaker in Prose, while Advik Sanghi
(DL) was named Second Best Speaker.
In Poetry, Harshpreet Ghai (SH) won
the Best Speaker award, followed by
Smayan Batra (DL) as Second Best.
Krishiv Mittal (MD) was recognised as
the Most Promising Speaker.

The Middle Group House standings
are:

I Jayaji II Shivaji
I Daulat IV Mahadji
V Madhav VI  Jeevaji
VII Ranoji VIII Jayappa

In Group A, Sparsh Tulsiyan (MJ) was
named Best Speaker in Prose, with
Arnav Sourabh Jhalani (DL) as Second
Best. Swaraj Santosh Mahadik (JA)
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won Best Speaker in Poetry, while
Aryan Garg (MJ) was the Second Best.
Aadit Punmiya (JE) was named as the
Most Promising Speaker.

The final Group A House standings are:

I Mahadji II Jayaji
I Jeevaji IV Daulat
V  Shivaji VI  Madhav

VII Jayappa VIII Ranoji

The O.N. Dikshit Memorial
Inter-House Youth
Parliament

The school hosted the O. N. Dikshit
Memorial Inter-House Youth
Parliament , bringing together students
from the Junior Houses for two days
of spirited debate, rigorous research
and parliamentary deliberation. Held
in memory of Late Mr O. N. Dikshit, a
distinguished educator who devoted 37
years to The Scindia School, the Youth
Parliament seeks to carry forward
his enduring legacy of thoughtful
discourse, confident expression, and
respect for diverse perspectives. A
teacher of Hindi and Sanskrit, former
Housemaster of Madhav House and
Vice Principal, Mr Dikshit played
a significant role in nurturing the
school’s rich traditions of debating and
elocution. The newly instituted trophy,
generously donated in his memory by
ex-SOBA President, Mr Banjul Badil
(ex-Jayaji, 1988) and Mr Suvir Vij (ex-
Ranoji, 1988) was unveiled during the
concluding assembly.

This year’s Parliament deliberated upon
“Transparency, Accountability and
Fairness in Independent Institutions,
with special emphasis on the NEET
paper leak and the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.” The
agenda prompted parliamentarians
to examine questions of institutional
accountability, public trust, electoral
fairness, and the integrity of competitive
examinations. The proceedings were
marked by well-researched arguments,
sharp questioning, compelling
rebuttals, and the unmistakable energy
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of parliamentary debate. The Youth
Parliament is supported by the Ministry
of Parliamentary Affairs under the
National Youth Parliament Scheme,
with all participating parliamentarians
receiving Participation Certificates
from the Ministry.

The concluding session celebrated
exceptional individual performances:
Emerging Parliamentarians Yudit
Anjana, Agastya Sharma, Vedansh
Shrivastav and Vivaan Gupta.

Outstanding Parliamentarians : Dhruv
Vikamsey, Ansh Jha and Atharva

Tripathi.

Most Ethical Parliamentarian:
Medhansh Gupta

Best Researched Parliamentarian:
Rudraksh Jindal

Most  Promising  Parliamentarian:

Rahat Panwar
Best Parliamentarian: Kapish Bansal

s
The O.N. Dikshit Memorial Inter-
House Youth Parliament Award for
Best Delegation was awarded to Nimaji
House. More than a competition, the
Youth Parliament was an exercise in
thinking beyond positions, listening
beyond differences, and speaking with
purpose - a fitting tribute to the legacy
of Mr O. N. Dikshit and the values he
instilled in generations of Scindians.

Inter-House Junior Group
Football Tournament

The Inter-House Junior Group Football
Tournament was held with great
enthusiasm and sportsmanship. The
young footballers displayed excellent
teamwork, discipline and determination
throughout the tournament. Each match
was marked by energetic play and a
strong competitive spirit, making the
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tournament an enjoyable experience
for both players and spectators.

Nimaji House emerged as the winner,
followed by Jankoji House in second
place, Dattaji House in third place and
Kanerkhed House in fourth place.

Rajveer Kakde (DA) was awarded
Best Player of the Tournament for his
outstanding performance. Pratyush
Karamchandani (DA) was named Best
Defender, while Aditya Kumar (KD)
received the Best Goalkeeper award.

Inter-House A Group
English Debate

The Inter-House A Group English
Debate saw enthusiastic participation
from students across all the Houses. The
young speakers displayed confidence,
clarity of thought and a high standard
of argumentation while presenting
their views on the given topic. Madhav
House emerged victorious, with Abeer
Sinha, Lakshya Tulsian and Sahaj
Agarwal forming the winning team.
Chirag Raj Goel was awarded the Most
Promising Speaker Overall for his
impressive performance.

The final House standings were :

I  Madhav II Ranoji
III Jayaji and Jayappa

IV Shivaji V  Daulat
VI Mahadji  VII Jeevaji

Understanding Taiwan
Beyond the Headlines : An
Interview with Professor
Mumin Chen, Deputy
Representative of Taipei
Economic and Cultural
Center (TECC) in India

In an increasingly interconnected
Asia, the relationship between India
and Taiwan extends far beyond
trade, technology and geopolitics. It
encompasses democracy, education,
culture, youth exchanges and the wider
question of peace and security in the
region.

students,
Deputy

conversation with
Mumin Chen,

In a
Professor

Representative of Taipei Economic and
Cultural Center (TECC) in India, offered
his perspective on how young Indians
can understand Taiwan beyond the
headlines. From Taiwan’s democratic
identity and its semiconductor industry
to cultural diplomacy and the complex
relationship with China, Professor Chen
addressed several questions that shape
the contemporary Asian landscape.

“Taiwan is a democracy, just like India”

Lakshya Tulsian : Sir, as a professor
of international relations, how do you
think young people should understand
the Taiwanese issue? Beyond the usual
geopolitical situation that we hear
or read about in articles, how should
we, as young students, understand the
Taiwanese perspective?

Professor Mumin Chen: Number
one, I think Indians should know that
Taiwan is a democracy. Just like India,
Taiwan is a democracy. India is an old
democracy, while Taiwan is a relatively
young democracy. In that sense, we
have a similar political culture. Here
in India, democracy means that you
cannot have only one voice. Sometimes
politics can look a little noisy or
chaotic, but eventually, democratic
mechanisms  provide a  system
through which political differences
can be resolved. So when you look
at Taiwan, understand that Taiwan is
also a democracy. Many people look
at Taiwan’s technological progress and
think, ‘We should also do this.” But
Taiwan achieved this after many years
of hard work. It took Taiwan around
40 years to build its IT sector into an
entire ecosystem. When I use the word
‘ecosystem’, I mean that you have
all kinds of suppliers, manufacturers,
customers and supporting industries
working together. Eventually, the entire
ecosystem is built.

Taiwan and the question of Asian
security :

Professor Mumin Chen : In the future,
countries in Asia that face military
threats will have to find other ways to
maintain deterrence. In international
relations, we call this military
deterrence. Taiwan actually plays a
critical role in maintaining regional
security. If you look at what the
Taiwanese government and Taiwanese
leaders say, Taiwan has never sought
to provoke other countries. Taiwan
always talks about peace. We are a
small island, and we focus heavily

on manufacturing, technology and
semiconductors. So I think we try to
make our role that of a peacemaker.
We want to become a pivot for peace
in Asia.

Beyond semiconductors: The
cultural connection

Granth Mehta: Sir, I believe India and
Taiwan already have strong relations
based on trade and technology. What do
you think are some areas of cooperation
that remain underexplored - perhaps
education, culture or youth exchanges?

Professor Mumin Chen: Actually,
in education, we already do quite a
lot. Around 3,500 Indians study in
Taiwan. In India, we also have more
than 40 Taiwanese teachers teaching
the language. There are also hundreds
of university-to-university visits and
interactions every year. But there are
other areas where I think we should do
more - particularly cultural exchanges.
India has an ancient civilisation and
an extremely rich cultural heritage.
He admitted that Indian classical
music can initially seem unfamiliar to
someone encountering it for the first
time, but said that he had gradually
learned to appreciate it. He also
pointed to the growing popularity of
Indian yoga and classical dance forms
such as Odissi and Kathak in Taiwan,
while noting that many other Indian
traditions remain relatively unknown.
“I think one way to promote bilateral
understanding is through these kinds of
cultural exchanges.”

"When people think about Taiwan, they
often think only about computer chips.
They don’t necessarily see Taiwan’s
culture. But Taiwan does have a
very rich culture.” For him, cultural
diplomacy is therefore not merely
an additional dimension of bilateral
relations, but a means of allowing
societies to understand one another
beyond politics and economics.

The Taiwan - China question: Two
different narratives

Suraj Agarwalla : Sir, while reading
a Grade 12 textbook on political
science, I came across a short passage
regarding the relationship between
China and Taiwan. Since the world
may not always be aware of the internal
situation in Taiwan, I wanted to gain
a first-person perspective from you.
What is the extent of China’s influence
in Taiwan? And if Taiwan wants to
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take an independent decision to protect
its sovereignty, to what extent does
Chinese influence affect that decision-
making?

Professor Mumin Chen : When people
from China talk about Taiwan, their
narrative is that Taiwan used to be part
of China, but later came out of China’s
control. Therefore, according to that
narrative, it is time for Taiwan to come
back. But from Taiwan’s perspective,
this narrative is completely different.

“Taiwan is a democracy. Therefore, the
people of Taiwan believe that we are
the masters of our own land and have
the right to decide our own future.”

“If China wants Taiwan to come back,
it cannot simply use force, threats or
coercion. There are many ways to
create incentives and encourage people
to develop closer relations.”

“You cannot choose your geographical
neighbours. We will always be
neighbours. But we have to learn how to
coexist. If we have a good relationship,
everyone can prosper.”

Semiconductors, supply chains and
the price of technology

The conversation then moved from
geopolitics to a more specific economic
question concerning the semiconductor
industry and the rise in IT product
prices.

Lakshya Tulsian : Sir, back in May, we
saw prices of IT products increase by
around 20 - 40% compared with their
earlier retail prices. How do you view
Taiwan’s role as one of the world’s
major semiconductor producers in
the increase in prices that occurred in
May?

Professor Chen acknowledged that
the question was highly specific but
connected it to a broader economic
principle.

Professor Mumin Chen If you

understand basic macroeconomics, you
know that prices generally rise or fall
depending on supply and demand.

He pointed to the COVID-19 pandemic
as a major turning point in global
technology demand.

“When physical classes and workplaces
were closed, everyone stayed at
home. Students attended classes using
mobile phones, tablets and computers.
Suddenly, the demand for IT products
increased dramatically. This surge in
demand contributed to a global shortage
of computer chips and, consequently,
higher prices. So, fundamentally, it was
a demand-and-supply issue.”

Professor Chen also connected
the pandemic to the subsequent
acceleration of artificial intelligence,
arguing that COVID-19 made societies
significantly more accustomed to using
digital technology in everyday life.

The conversation with Professor
Mumin Chen ultimately moved across
several interconnected dimensions of
India-Taiwan relations - democracy,
technology, economic development,

cultural diplomacy and Asian security.
His responses repeatedly returned to
one central idea : Taiwan should not be
understood solely through the lens of
geopolitics.

For Indian students, understanding
Taiwan also means understanding
its democratic development, its
technological ecosystem, its cultural
identity and its place within a rapidly
changing Asia.

As India and Taiwan continue to explore
areas of cooperation, particularly in
technology, education and culture,
conversations such as these provide
young people with an opportunity
to engage with international affairs
not merely through textbooks and
headlines, but through direct dialogue
with those involved in shaping them.

Unveiling of the
Balvir Dhir Cricket Trophy

On the Special Assembly held on the
26th of September, the Fort welcomed
back some of its distinguished old boys,
along with a beloved couple, Mr. Balvir

Dhir, ex-Housemaster, Jayaji House
and Mrs. Indu Dhir, ex-Housemistress,
Jankoji House, for the unveiling of the
Balvir Dhir Cricket Trophy, the newest
addition to the sporting legacy of The
Scindia School.

Cricket is not just another game at
Scindia, it holds a special and treasured
place in the hearts of Scindians.
Beyond the matches, it has played an
important role in grooming generations
of students, teaching endurance,
resilience and camaraderie. This makes
the addition of the Balvir Dhir Cricket
Trophy all the more significant.

The Special Assembly began with
a warm welcome address by the
Principal, Mr. Ajay Singh, followed
by an address by Mr. Mitul Dikshit,
President, SOBA. The much-awaited
moment then arrived as the Balvir
Dhir Cricket Trophy, magnificent in its
silver splendour, was unveiled before
the gathering. The occasion was made
especially memorable by the old boys
who brought with them stories, humour
and memories of life at the Fort.

Mr. Banjul Badil, former President of
SOBA, entertained the audience with
amusing anecdotes from his school
days, including one involving the
rather adventurous “borrowing” of
Mr. Dhir’s bike for a quick ride. Mr.
Manmeet Singh, one of the Meet Bros,
also addressed the gathering, while Mr.
Baldev Dhir shared a heartfelt poem
about his family’s association with
the school, reflecting on the bond that
his family has shared with Scindia.
Towards the close of the assembly,
Mr. Balvir Dhir, in whose honour the
trophy has been instituted, shared his
reflections and expressed his gratitude
towards the school and his students.

The Assembly Hall was filled with
laughter, affection and nostalgia.

More than the unveiling of a trophy,
the occasion became a celebration of
cricket, of Scindian tradition, and of
the enduring bond between the Fort and
its old boys. After all, while a Scindian
may leave the Fort, the Fort never quite
leaves the Scindian.
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From the Editor's Desk :
Artificial Intelligence or
Actual Intelligence?

It is not very often that I write articles
for Review. Between writing reports,
chasing stories, collecting photographs,
and roaming around school like a
content-hungry vulture, finding the
time to actually sit down and write an
article can be a tedious task. Ironically,
for someone involved in documenting
almost everything that happens around
school, writing about the very process
of writing feels like a rather appropriate
place to begin.

There has, however, been a noticeable
shift in the way we approach
editorials. Earlier, getting students to
contribute to magazines and editorial
teams sometimes felt like a task in
itself. Today, with Founders’ Day
approaching, students are actively
finding ways to get their names into the
editorials of different school magazines
and publications. And honestly, that
is commendable. We need people
who want to write. Journalism is an
incredible skill to develop, and learning
how to observe, question, research and
eventually put those thoughts into
words is something that stays with you
far beyond school. But somewhere
along this journey, we seem to have
encountered a rather interesting
shortcut. Al - Artificial Intelligence -
has slowly begun replacing what I like
to call Al: Actual Intelligence.

Now, before anyone assumes that this
is an anti-Al rant, it absolutely isn’t.
Looking at the most-used applications
on my desktop would probably make

that argument rather difficult to defend.
Al has become an incredibly useful
tool. It helps us research, brainstorm,
structure ideas, improve language, find
patterns and, sometimes, rescue us
from the terrifying blank page staring
back at us.

The question, therefore, is not whether
we should use Al. The question is: how
much of ourselves are we leaving in
what Al helps us create?

When an article, blog, mail, report or
editorial is written with the help of Al,
at what point does it stop being our
writing? If I give a machine an idea
and it gives me the words, whose idea
is it? If I provide the information and
Al arranges it into a perfectly polished
article, have I written the article - or
merely approved it?

And perhaps the most uncomfortable
question is this: is the information we
are presenting actually ours to begin
with?

Most of what Al produces is built from
patterns it has learned from enormous
amounts of existing information.
The irony is hard to miss. We use Al
to create something “original” by
drawing upon a vast collection of
things that have already been written.
Yet originality has never really meant
inventing something from nothing.
Every writer reads. Every journalist
researches. Every thinker builds upon
someone else’s ideas. The difference
lies in what we do with that information
- what we notice, what we question,
what we believe, and how we choose
to express it.

That is where Actual Intelligence still
matters.

A machine can tell you what happened.
A journalist must decide why it matters.
A machine can make a sentence sound
impressive. A writer must decide
whether the sentence means anything
at all. A machine can produce an article
in seconds. But it cannot replace the
experience of being there, noticing the
small details, hearing the conversations,
making the mistakes and developing a
perspective of your own.

Perhaps, then, the real challenge for
our generation is not to avoid Al, but
to avoid becoming dependent on it.
We should be able to use Al without
allowing it to do the thinking for us.
Let it correct our grammar, but not our
opinions. Let it help us structure our
thoughts, but not provide the thoughts
themselves. Let it be a tool - not the
author.

As students, we are fortunate to
have platforms where our voices can
actually be heard. School magazines,
newspapers and editorials are not
merely places to fill pages. They are
spaces where we learn to form opinions,
question what surrounds us and, most
importantly, find our own voice. So as
we rush towards Founders’ Day and
scramble to get our names into the next
editorial, perhaps it is worth asking
ourselves one small question before we
hit Generate: Is this Al writing for me,
or am [ still writing for myself?

Because there is a big difference
between using Artificial Intelligence to
make your writing better and using it
so much that you forget what your own
intelligence sounds like.
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